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ABOUT US

Anyone can be a member of the Post
staff except maybe Sam Harrod. All
you have to do is come to the meetings
and do one of the many different and .
exciting tasks necessary for the
smooth operation of a paper like this.
You start work at nothing per hour,
and stay there. Everyone else is paid
the same. Ego gratification and good
karma are the fringe benefits.

Decisions are made collectively by
staff members at one of our regular
meetings. All workers have an equal
voice. The Post-Amerikan has no
editor or hierarchical structure, so
quit calling up here and asking who's
in charge.

Anybody who reads this paper can tell
the type of stuff we print. All
worthwhile material is welcome. We
try to choose articles that are timely,
relevant, informative, and not avail-
able in other local media. We will

not print anything racist, sexist, or
ageist.

Most of our material and inspiration

for material comes from the community.

We encourage you, the reader, to
become more than a reader.

We welcome all stories and tips for
stories, which you can mail to our
office (the address is at the end of
this rap).

If You'd like to work on the Post and/

or come to meetings, call us. The
number is 828-7232., You can also

reach folks at 828-6885 or ask for
Andrea at 829-6223 during the day.

You can make bread hawking the Post--
15¢ a copy, except for the first 50
copies on which you make only 10¢ a
copy. Call us at 828-7232.

Mail, which we more than welcome,
should be sent to:
P.0. Box 3452, Bloomington, IL 61701.

(Be sure you tell us if you don't want

your letter pr1nted' Otherwise it's

"likely to end up in our letters column. )

The Post-Amerikan,

oat, el

BLOOMINGTON

Book Hive, 103 W. Front

Eastgate IGA, at parking lot exit

The Joint, 415 N. Main

Medusa's Bookstore, 109 W. Front

The Back Porch, 402% N. Main

The Book Worm, 310% N. Main

South West Corner--Front § Main

Mr. Quick, Clinton at Washington

Downtown Postal Substation, Center
and Monroe

Bl. Post Office, E. Empire (at exit)

Devary's Market, 1402 W. Market

Harris' Market, 802 N. Morris

Hickory Pit, 920 W. Washington

Biasi's Drug Store, 217 N. Main

Discount Den, 207 N. Main

U-I Grocery, 918 W. Market

Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland

Bus Depot, 523 N. East

The Wash House, 609 N. Clinton

Bi-Rite, 203 E. Locust

Man- Ding Go's, ‘312" SEEiNee

Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire

J§B Silkscreening, 622 N. Main

Doug's Motorcycle, 1105 W. Washington
K-Mart, at parking lot exit

Small Changes Bookstore, 409A N. Main
Lay-Z-J Saloon, 1401 W. Market
Pantagraph Building (in front)

Common Ground, 516 N. Main

North East Corner--Main § Washington

NORMAL

University Liquors, 706 W. Beaufort
Pat's Billiards, 1203 S. Main
Redbird IGA, 301 S. Main

Mother Murphy's, 111% North St.
Ram, 101 Broadway Mall

Eisner's, E. College (near sign)
Divinyl Madness, 115 North St.

Co-op Tapes § Records, 311 S. Main
Bowling and Billiards Center,

I.S.U. Student Center
Baker's Dozen Donuts, 602 Kingsley
Cage, ISU Student.Union
Midstate Truck Plaza, Route 51 North
Upper Cut, 1203% S. Main

OUTTA TOWN

Galesburg: Under The Sun, E. Main St.

Monmouth: Head's Up

Peoria: That Other Place, NE Adams

Decatur: Coop Tapes. and Records,

' 1470 Pershing

Springfield: Spoon River Book Co-op
407 E. Adams

Urbana: Horizon Bookstore, 517 S.
Goodwin

Home Rentals Owners
Ignore Subpoenas

Owners of Bloomington's Home Rentals
Agency didn't just skip town when they
closed abruptly in mid-October--they
probably skipped the state.

Owners Jack Walton and Brett Walton
had been served with subpoenas
requiring their presence at a hearing
before the attorney general's Consumer
Protection Division in Springfield Nov.
17. According to James Spoeri, a
Consumer Protection Division attormey,
the subpoenas were served on the
Waltons, but there was no trace of the
Home Rentals Agency owners on Nov. 17.

The Waltons operated similar rental-
finding agencies in Bloomington,
Champaign, and Belleville. All are
now closed, leaving hundreds of
customers who should get a $40 refund,
but won't.

Consumer protection attorney Spoeri
said he had no information on the
Waltons®' whereabouts, and guessed they
had probably left Illinois. "We don't
know where they are, but we're still
on the case," Spoeri told the Post-
Amerikan. The attorney admitted that
he lacked the power to force the
Waltons back to Illinois even if they
are located, however. "I don't know
what the next step is," the consumer
protection attorney said. "I haven't
decided what to do about it."

During the last month of its brief stay
in Bloomington, the Home Rentals Agency
suffered attack by picketers, Post-
Amerikan articles, and state investi-
gators.

Picketers and Post-Amerikan stories--
based on information from former
employees--charged early in September
that the Home Rentals Agency was a
con game.

Home Rentals charged prospective
tenants $40 for lists of apartments
available for rent. Although a large
proportion of those listings were
available in the daily paper's class-
ified section, Home Rentals sales-
people claimed that the $40 list
consisted almost entirely of
"exclusive" listings.

Also, evidence from former employees
indicated that Home Rentals Agency
courted landlords by providing a
screening service, steering certain
classes of tenants away from apart-
ments owned by a prejudiced landlord.

After 12 days of picketing and leaf-
letting during almost all the agency's
business hours, the office shut down.
A gratifying sign in the window
explained "Closed temporarily due to
the Post-Amerikan radicals picketing
and marching."

After being shut down for 8 days, Home
Rentals opened again Sept 26. But on
Sept. 27 new state regulations went
into effect, regulations which
eventually meant the end of the con
game.

The state regulations had been in the
works for years, based partly on the
more than 1500 complaints about similar
rental finding agencies all over the
state, complaints received by the
attorney general's Consumer Prctection
Division.

Beside setting strict standards for how
the rental finding agencies should
operate, the new regulations also
required owners of Home Rentals to have
a real estate broker's license. The
sal espeople were also now required to
have a real estate sales license.

Even if the Waltons obtained the
necessary licenses, the new regulations
severely cut down on the amount of
"con" Home Rentals could get away with.

Within a few weeks, the Bloomington -
office, then the Champaign office
abruptly closed, without warning to
the people who had paid their $40 and
were still expecting to get apartment
listings.

Now the Belleville office is also
closed, and the owners of Home Rentals
are nowhere to be found.e

--Mark Silverstein




First of 11 pages of articl
about womcn and women's

issues

cs ~PostTAinerikan' page

Trouble began for Mattie Goodman in
May of 1977 when her husband Gene,
found her at their home w1th another
man. Gene, a Bloomingtom cop for 14
years, took his service revolver
partially from-its holster and told
the man to leave.

s
'

Mattie and her children moved in with
the other man. But in July Mattie
intentionally took an overdose of
medication and-ended up 1in -the
Hospital. -
When she got.out, Mattie ‘and the
children moved back with Gene. Then
the Goodmans filed a divorce suit,
which was dismissed. —

Gene was spending _time with _another
woman and coming home at-dawn after
his 3 to 1ip.m. shift at the cop”

shop. In January Mattie filed again
for divorce.

Self- -defen:se '

on Friday, Feb. 17, 1978 Gene got home
at ba.m. Mattie and Gene started
arguing about two cards Gene ‘had
gotten from the other woman he was
seeing. Gene slapped Mattie.and hit
her head several times with h1s gun..

Mattie wrestled the gun away from Geneg/
and when he lunged for it, she shot
him. She doesn't remember "anything
after that first shot. -
That's Mattie Christine ‘Goodman's -
;51de of the story

Lo
vorre b

The state. supposedly actlng in al o
our -interest in the person of state's”
attorney Ronald Dozier, paints a
different picture.

Ron Says that Mattie's statement to
police after the shooting could not

be truthful. He doesn't believe that
she could have wrestled that "gun away
from.Gene. .-
What Ron believes happened is that
Mattie was furious that Gene ‘was .
seeing another woman, went into his
bedroom while he was .sleeping,

| loaded his.revolver, and shot him
~three times. -

What is fact is that Gene died about
half an hour after Mattie shot him,
and Mattie was eventually charged with
his murder.

What the prosecution (Ron Dozier) and.
the defense (Paul Welch, Mattie's-
lawyer) agree upon is that they didn't -
want people to proclaim this case an

-§ example of wife- beatlng

. After Mattie Goodman was indicted by a *
: McLean County grand jury and charged, .
. Ron Dozier told the Pantagraph, "I
i have been concerned about the number
: and . content of .rumors (about physical
" abuse to. Mrs Goodman by her

" husband) .’ Ron’ d1dn t want us’ talklng
. about it. ﬁf vt
- Interestingly’ enough defense lawyer
Paul Welch at one point askéd.the - .
court for a gag order for Ron Dozier, ¥
meaning that the court would forbid
Ron to talk publicly about’ the case. -

Neither side wanted to jeopardize
their case. And both lawyers .
apparently feared that discussion of
Mattie as an ex-battered wife could
" hurt them in court.

Conwcted

The proeecutlon probably- feared that
it might w1n too much sympathy for
Mattle.

elf-Defense or Self-Defense?

‘of years of abuse, and possibly

. battered wife might cloud the issues.

B Pantagragh
.not Mattle

-to tell him about Gene's cruelty to

“Mattie said that she had thought: about’
—calling the police.chief earlier. but

The defens, probably thought that- it
would b more likely that the jury
would find Mattie innocent if they .
believed she shot Gene in immediate
self-defense rather than as a resuld

believed that portraying Mattie as a

(Ard Mattie's story did warrant a plea
of simple self defense )

' Violence -
At any rate.‘the trlal testlmony about
Gene's violencé reported in the .
concerned the children,

Mattie testlfled during her trial that..
she. unsuccessfully tried to contact-
Bloomington Police Chief Harold .
Bosshardt the. day before the shootlng :

prisorlers and -to.the Goodman children’
two of whom still lived 'at home.

hadn't because she didn't want to
Jeopardize Gene's career. But. by
February the couple was in the middle:
‘'of divorce ‘action, and Gene's career
didn't matter. ) : :

"I have two children with: permanent:-

3

scars from when he slapped their heads

We are not theé only ones who think
.against a wall.: :.He beat one poor.

that Mattie should be freed!'

thing bloodyg" Mattie sald, sobblng
durlng the trlal .

REN s e TR e

I'm not going to reVLew all thet
eviderice brought-out at the trial
about whether Matti%e .shot her husband .
in self-defense during a struggle or .-
whether she shot him as he.lay
defenseless in bed. Some of the ]
evidence, like the records .of -bruises
and swellings on Mattie's head from- St.
Joseph's Hospital, where Mattie‘Was
" taken-after the shooting, 'support
Mattie's story of direct self-defense.
Other evidence, like the path of ‘the
bullets through Gene ] body seem to
contradict it. -

I had hoped to talk to Mattle about.
"this article and also wanted to find
out about her appeal. and 'S0,
her lawyer FPaul Welch. C

-

not to talk to the media because of -
her appeal, and he explained the
appeal process. St
Paul flled the appeal 1mmed1ately
after Mattie was seritenced Nov. 16..

Some of the spe01flcs of the appeal
will not be filed until the defense's
brief is filed, probably durlng .
January. But Paul Welch did say" that
"The appeal will include matters

* relating "to both “the cdnviction and-
the sentencing." (for.more about the
sentencing, see ad301n1ng story. )

~

However, - State 8 Attorney Ron Doz1er s .
-assertion’ is that Mattie ‘shot her
husband because she was a rejected-
woman looking for revenge. ("She was
a woman scorned and “‘hell hath no fury
fury...,"" Ron sald during the trial.)
This seems to me ‘both unfeeling and -
unthinking,  and.I doubt that. Ron him-
self could, believe~ that Mattie Shot
Gene because he was seéing .another .
woman and not out of fear for her -
safety and that" of her childrent

.

the other side has 35 days to get
their brief ready and filed. :Then -

" .and file a reply brlef.

-

,,,,,,

March. or Aprll and actually appear in -

court next summer.. The court'
decision could take 30 days. or 1t
could take 4 or 5. months.‘, :

{ The court could do one of four" thlngs
about the appeal

K

way they are. -

It could lighten~Mattle’é’sentences

It cduld.give her. a.new trial.

It could decide that the state had'
committed fatal €rror in it's case
against Mattie and set her free
w1thout a new trlal

. SuppOSedly,_people go to jail to
protect society. Do we need to be
protected from Mattie Goodman?e .

3

calledl'”

" .'He told me that he would advise Mattie.

After Mattle s.lawyer files his brief,

Paul has another two weeks to prepare a

A It could dec1de to leave thlngs the s

--Alice Wonder

- R '
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On Thursday Nov. 16, Circuit Judge When Harrod sentenced Azbill, he - ‘assist from the Samson and Delilah
Sam Harrod sentenced Mattie Goodman said, "The court finds. that nonsense in his no- doubt well-thumbed
to seven years in prison, the |, ’ " »defendant's attitude .and long hair, 0ld Testament.)
maximum sentence for voluntary - , considered together with his anti- -
manslaughter. State's Attorney Ron - social conduct--open can of beer in . -Leiken 'said he was not in favor of
Dozier, the prosecutor, had suggested -  motor vehicle--indicate defendant - . 7 sentencing people to 'have haircuts
a sentence of five years, and by law is in need of further punishment : * (no hair-hater he) "and I am simply
Mattie Goodman could have been and correction, and defendant shall not willing to take a position in
placed on probation. . - - obtain-a haircut and return into “favor of it before the appellate

‘ , . open court before noon" (so Harrod court.
Judge Harrod said at the sentencing could make sure he was satlsfled . -
that the jury's verdict of voluntary- ° with the halrcut) ) Attitudes

manslaughter was a "compromise."
-(The" jury could have found Goodman
guilty of murder, a more 'serious
charge with harsher sentencing.)
Harrod - apparently felt compelled to’

Harrod huffed that he sentenced

- people to get haircuts "because I’
honestly believe most of these people
~want somebody to tell them what to

" void the jury's. compromlse as much F'do....the court becomes a last resort
‘as he could _ parent."
Harrod felt the verdict was a . Ha. '

‘compromise because, he said, "that

there were no facts that justified’ : "'Harrod hastened to say that it is

the act." (See adjoining story.) "not long hair itself that gives him

: R ) | a hurtful heap of heebie-jeebies.
Harrod also said that "it is clear = o- He didn't decide to sentence men to
that imprisonment would entail o . haircuts based on how long their
.hardship to her dependents" : T o . L _ hair was. (He's not overly concerned
(Goodman has four children), but ' What Azbill obtained and later -, . with making the punishment fit the
"the court is persuaded that a . ‘* returned with into open court was ’ crime, as we've seen.) °

sentence (rather’ than probation) - not a haircut, like the 50 other

"I go mainly by attitudes. I don't
o mind  long hair, and I don't sentence
. . e : Co a lot of people with long hair to
"The children...have been punished Xﬁziicaﬁzgiil1S£§gggt?£swﬁﬁgoip' " . have haircuts. : .

_ plenty. But judges don't send people ACLU) lawyer, who objected to the ] ~ i - . .
to prison, people send themselves to éentence ;ﬁd sald an gppeal would S "If his attitude is bad, and if I

would deter others from commlttlng

men Harrod estimated he'd sentenced .-
the same offense....

‘to haircuts during the previous

-prison," said Harrod, who does not ’ be flled . . .- think sentencing the person to-have
seem to have lain awake nights ’ "-" . . . - his hair cut will help to dlSClpllne
worrying aboutTglther %O%;C ir hi '-Harrod. who among his other v1rtues him, then.I do-it.". . = | ,
compa53lon . € cour inks s is not easily intimidated, 'then . If it n't f h tlf 1 H qr
woman deserves .seven years in ordered Azbill to pay the public f i geri gr Iade u 4 arrg 's
prlson. defender who had represented him for gfazis i:lizgggs’wasn'zog g;r%erone
his legal work if Azbill could A scissors'manufacturer’maybe5 '
Hardllne S afford "private counsel" to object 8 ’
. to the sentence. The ACLU lawyer . The "haircut provision was dropped
What kind of person 1is thls judge? - - explained that Azbill~-was not paying
] him, that he was hired by the ACLU. ) after State's Attorney Leiken said
: - . he wouldn't defend Harrod's sentence
Samuel Glenn Harrod III is‘a white , .. : i on the appeal.
Republican married Disciple of . _ N def ) i :
Christ who makes about $42,500 a . ] . o erense . But that’ wisn't the end of the
year. He's notorious-for his hard- When a ruling like Harrod's horrible . haircut hustle.
line and sometlmes even illegal hair hoax is challenged by the . : . .
sentences. -. . defense lawyer, the person who" - ' - s .

H “d . ha E.- 1 ' t . usually defends the Judge s rullng . M'scondl!c.t .co-_mplalnt
‘fargg 1i819§t as been.an bag efSEou J _in the appeals court is the state's In July 1976 a misconduct complaint
ootba étterman, a member o 1s ‘attorney who prosecuted the defendant. - was filed against Harrod, who was .
college Greek Senate and the Jaycees, - . then 36 and had been -4 judge for 10 -
a?dthtg chalﬁperggp'and secretary The state's attorney in Woodford ~ - .years in ‘the 11th Judicial Circuit,

o € oung epu _lcans. County at that time- was Richard: : - which includes McLean, Logan:, !
Harrod has the distinction of being iglﬁgg.de¥:n§a;gr;23tsngzagglgagggéd Woodford and Ford counties. -

ggi youngest judge elected in sentence in the appeal, but that . i The complalnt was filed by the

inois. ) . .. none of the prosecutors on his, staff ] * Illinois Judicial Inquiry Board, .

In 1969, after being presiding judge -  We¥e 80ing.fto do it either.. = . ~prompted by somebody's collection
- of, the Peoria County divorce courts (The’chief proseéutor usually e gilggzipggﬁiegi;g?lngs about Harrod s
for 22 months, he told the press recommends the sentence to-the judge, ; :

that the divorce problem was really just’ Like ‘Ron Dozier asked for five’ The' board used Illln01s Supreme Court
a marriage problem. He suggested . years ‘for Mattie Goodman, but Leiken ‘ruling 61-C-18 as grounds for their
several things the state could add - had of 'course never recommerided that “complaint: “In imposing a sentence
to existing Tarr1a§e regulations to' . a defendant be sentenced to a haircut. a ‘judge’ should not impose a&' ’
insure more "solid" marriages. for Hellish Harrod thought it all up -on : .

example: -punlshmept some act or discipline

his inspired.own, with possibly an
§ - --Raise the minimum marriage age, -
possibly to 21 years. - -

'--Require that people have a certain -
amount of money before they get
married and for each child after
.marriage.

. --Regulate the number of times a
person could'marry.\ B
“You may already be notlclng certaln
of Harrod's more shining
characterlstlcs-.stupldlty, class
bias, dependence on law-making 'and
punishment to solve complex social
issues. Read on--you won't be ,
disappointéd. He lives up to his
promise. . .

Head hassle
In March 1976, as a Woodford County
circuit court judge, Harrod sentenced
Floxd Azbill to pay a $125 fine,’ $15
in court costs, and a few more
dollars for a haircut. Azbill had
~been convicted of illegal
transportation of liquor (driving
with an open can of beer) ) -

-~



N

. Holiday Inn.

-

"~ without the authority of the law,

whether or not the Judge thinks the
act or discipline  may have,a.
'beneflclal or correctlve 1nfluence.
Harrod was also charged by the board
with ordering people he puts on
probation to surrender their driver's
licenses or to carry.a.card
identifying them as on probation.

* Leaning system -

The next month the Peoria Journal
Star printed an article.about Harrod

‘shooting his mouth off to the’

‘Tazewell County Association of .
Chiefs of Police at the East Peoria.

His theme was that the
"justice system" leans too far in

- favor of the criminal, a problem
Harrod was trying as hard as he could
to correct. (The "justice system"
certainly leaned in favor of the’

criminal in Harrod's, as I'll explain

in a couple of paragraphs.):

“l never worrv 00 much aooul bc’irlg
fasr-minded, beravsz | know that in the end
- justice always iriumphs.”

As you might expect, Harrod told
the police. chiefs that he's not
wildly enthu31lstlc 2bout the
effectiveness of "rehabilitation of
criminals." Harrod said that he'd
been = -judge for 93 years, and it
takes 3 while o reallze that there

are a cer r. number. of people that
noihing can be.done about.

Hairrcd said that in lobking up these’
militunt unreformables for a certain

,period of time the important thing =
" isn't whether "they're rehabilitated
or whether they come out of thére a
betier or a worse person,” but -that

"they were locked up so-that. they
weren't knocking people in the head ~
somewhere."
on in jail? Pattycakes°
‘Harrod
*We hear a
but

About the causes of crime,
was ‘equally insightful:
lct about poverty and things,

Woodford County is a little different.

I don't see very many people in court
who have to steal to eat. You just
don't seé it--they steal because they

like to steal. It’s easy." The man
nas z mind like.a steel trap--it's
never been -alive.

Suspensnon

Sy W in Uecember of L976 the
11in 015 Courts Commission °usperdo
Harrod for one month without pay.

k would have. lost about &35C0.
That's right, would have lost.

Harrod and his lawyers filed a
petition questioning the authority
of the Illinois Courts -Commission to
make the decision they did. The
Il1lirois 3upreme Court first denied
the rlvht)to file petition but later
cranted i%.

What does he think goes"'

‘portrait o

1

" . thinks

-illegal,

"life if he do

let ou

On Nov. 30,_19773 the Illinois
Supreme Court overturned Harrod's
suspensicn. - They didn't say that .
Harrod hadn't done what he was
charged with, or'that it wasn't
but that the Illinois
Courts Commission had overstepped
its authority and.that only Illinois.
Supreme Court rules should have been:
used as -the basis of actlon against -
Harrod. .

}
I can t figure out that last part,
because it was a Supreme Court
ruling that the complaint was baséd
on. It may be that Harrod's ,
punishment was not based on Illinois
Supreme. Court rulings, which would
be very amusing since-that was what
Harrod was Charged with in the first
place

At any rate, Harrod certalnly had a
Jury of his- peers.” Co-conspirators,
you might even say.

A member of the Illinois Judicial
Inquiry Board,- which filed the
complaint against-Harrod, told the
press there was no appeal possible. -
The inquiry board gtrongly criticized
:the Supreme Court decision and that
was thdt

-

Chuld support

"Other examples of Harrod's cruel and -

somewhat unusual sentencing are in "~
the area of fallure to pay Chlld
support \

On Aug. 3, 1977, Harrod sentenced.
Steven Caldwell,.who was earning
about $200 a week, to six months in
county jail for contempt of court
because Caldwell wasn't paylng his
child support.

Harrod proclaimed, "All acrosé the
country this is happening. - Men ‘are
refusing to live up to their
responsibility in paying for thelr
children's .support....Sending a man
to jail'is the last resort if he
refuses to pay. Theoretically, he
could be in (jail) the rest of his
not pay."

Caldwell, a black, could have kept
his job if Harrod had sentenced him
to serve his sentence on weekends.

“And dan't go off whining to sne higher

vourt!'.

As a feminist, I certainly commend
Harrod for his-concern about the
serious problem of men refusing to
pay child support. However, if . he
.jail is an answer, he's so far
into his own bag he should never be
of. it.

Different strokes
On Oct. 29, 1977, Harrod sentenced
Donald Wayne Henderson, an ex-grade
school principal and acting _
superintendent of schools, to one
week in jail bechuse of Henderson's
failure to pay his child 'support.

v
.

d |udge

N

-Henderson didn't-explain Why he - .
wasn't paying child support.- I

. Harrod- has shown himself unafraid of

" the weekends of Thanksg1v1ng and New'.

HN

—
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I suspect that the difference between '
Henderson's sentence.and Caldwell's
have  to do with Harrod's class )
prejudice. The P aph article
detailed how well-dressed Henderson
was (you would've -thought it was
Patty Hearst they were covering).
The article also reported that
Henderson was -making payments on a
1972 Cadillac, his country club
membership, variodus lodns (he was
$18,000 in debt), and had recently
gone on an expensive honeymoon w1th
his new wife.

Harrod also ordered that ‘the.child
support payments. start coming directly
out of Henderson"'s paycheck, which

he didn’t do in Caldwell's case, and
permitted Henderson to serve his one
week_sentence over three weekends.

(Of course, it would have taken a

long time for Caldwell .fo serve six
months weekend by weekend., But

the somewhat offbeat sentence.) Two
of Henderson's three weekends: were

Year's.

Supposedly, people go to jail to
protect ‘society., Do we need to be -
protected from Sam Harrod? e

--Alice Wonder’
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Barbara Jean Gilbert was sentenced o 8 years
'in prison for manslaughter when she shot her

e

Janice Painter of Tacoma, Wa. was convicted " . tried to dainn Allan'by -implying that she.was
of first degree murder of her stepson and " a promiscuous woman who took no actlon to-

- sentenced to life' imprisonment. Janice killed prevent bemg beaten husband after 17 years of violent fights.
her 28-y ear-old stepson when he attack‘et?_ her . . Male pr1v11ege means that women are dumped with Although a probation report recomglended
while she wals1 (:in c;atches f;‘om 1? back ;mlltr}:i " = the responsiblity for-their own victimization. " probation for her, Judge Samuel Meloy
f:;’eztiﬁzogf ;ai:terl;?;ogzuoghzezsenzze:i gk }?ad.' - " Women's credibility also means that witnesses pronounced the maximum sentence, saying,

: St > : become important (and of course most men . ""The court has the right to inflict pain and
attempted to rape another daughter, aged 13; batter their wives or girlfriends in the middle - deprivation" on her becouse she had snuffed
had assailted two women, aged 70 and 83; and of the Safeway parking lot). In Hawaii, Judith -  out.alife. (A three judge panel later
had prev1ously hospltahzed Painter.. Holkron was acquitted of shooting her husband : suspended her sentence).

) following ‘an incident where he abused her, put ' - ' :
Cathy Ihomas ofCleveland, (?hto, has beeq a gun 'ingher hand, and ordered her to éhOOtp . Wife beating has becoming a public issue in -
comflcteq .of murder for the killing of Ru}am - herself. Her acquittal was due in large part to " the past several years, mostly due to the work
) f aéuels,- ’}ifr&e}?mmog-law :’: sbatnd.' D:mfllsi a witness who testified that Mr. Holkron had and protésts of women and feminists. ' Recently
L e ey il o Mo i i n s ik b sl besome . coter o e e
Ou:i ofh the.h hou;.e. H: mhade_a mo;n}a1 .towé/arcif her, " had stuck their baby's hand in a fan. ' - ?{fh;?g}? [:vozlezrhisze;:;?iesatateigcei?cslsrsx;e to’
and-she shot him. At the time-of his deat ~ . . ) death, since the dawn of monogamous marriage,

Daniels was under indictment for aggravated

robbery-and murder. . . . when women kill their batterers, thus threatening

the institution of the famlly, wife- beatmg becomes
a problem

J anice Painter and C athy Thomas were first
victimized by the men who assaulted them and

then by the legal system which punished them.; .

< for protecting themselves. They are casualties

in a society that-allows the powerful to use )
violence -against the vulnerable. Women who use .

" violence to protect théemselves against the men - e
who rape and assault them threaten the: system. - o
of male pr1v11ege and the guardlans of this '
system, the courts

\

The ma]or federal source of fundmg for battered

women's shelters is the Law Enforcement

Assistance Admxmstratmp (LEAA). One

requirement of some LEAA funding is mediation

between the battering husband and battered wife

to."keep the family unit together" even if it's

. - to the detriment of the women- and children.

. . i - WoZkbook. /cpf S - Male_’privilege means that women are not valued
' R ) ‘ ' Male privilege means that there are d1fferent ' as individuals but for their role in the

Male pr1v1lege means that women are forcedto. . standards-of excusable violent behavwr for maintenance of the family.

seek legal justice in a patriarchal institution. . . men and’ women S : A mijor f.oc.us of the LEAA is gathering data.-

Women tend to have-low credibility in the. eyes ST H . - b

o " earings on domestic violence conducted by a
of lawyers and ]udges Their "'character' may . ) When Jamce Pmkney, 20 years old refused to. - California senator show that:- . - - .
be questloned L T .. o show her apartment mate Herbert Jackson a S . ) - .

. L A L receipt for a bill she claimed she'd paid, he e " F o Wor 1 be 4 :

In.the case of Lorilyn Allan, who stabbed-her . - got a4 20-gauge shotgun out of the closet and shot ) gneaoszs%t’a:;e;: ;Zs ;}(ﬁea;ﬁ;lll: i:: ??fl;lt'ed
boyfriend while defending herself from his oL her through the left eye, k1llmg her. Jackson - ad - - L. ! )
physical and sexual abuse, ‘the prosecutor tried : pleaded guilty to second degree murder and was . = __; /4 of battered women are pregnant. - ’
-to sway the jury to conviet her of first degree <.’ " sentenced to a 10- year term. Later Judge : " - . .
‘murder by saying that Allan had never called - : . Audrey E. Melbourne suspended the sentence --in California 1/3 of all female murder '
the pohce after her beatmgs and that at the tlme % - and put Jackson on proba,t1on Melbourne o . v1ct1ms are k111ed b thelr husbands.
of her relatxonshlp with the batterer, ) as:” % described Jackson! s.crime as. a "smgular act-- o e v )

Pl T
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fight bac

Another report shows that:

--70% of assault victims in the emergency room
at the Boston City Hospital are women who've
been attacked at home by their husbands or
boyfriends.

--women married to upper and middle class
men are as equally subject to battering as are
lower—class women.

—-the FBI considers wife-beating the most
under reported crime in the nation.

Given that wife-beating is so common and
deadly a crime, police protection of battered
women is crucial. Unfortunately it is not very
reliable. Not only are most police officers men
and therefore more likely to sympathize with
the batterer, the police are slow to respond to
calls of domestic violence. A Kansas City
Police Department study showed that in 85%

of the cases of domestic homocide, the police
had been called at least once before the murder,
and in 50% of the cases they had been called 5
more times before the homicide took place.

Male privilege means that women die at the

hands of men.

Beverly Carter phoned the Philadelphia police
four times on Sept. 17 asking for protection from
her battering husband. The police took no action.
She was found dead later that day, her body
battered and slashed.

It is possible for battered women to escape from
their homes to women's shelters. But escape
is no guarantee of safety. Mary Parziale took
shelter in a house for battered women and
found a part-time job. She got a court
injunctfon to prevent her husband from taking
their four children out of state and filed for
divorce. One night her husband followed her
_out of her work place, shot her five times in
the throat in full view of three of their children
who were in the car. She died two weeks later,
never regaining consciousness.

Options for change are few for battered women.
Although there is an increasing number of
women's shelter houses, leaving a relationship
can be extremely difficult.

Male privilege means that women are
discouraged from being independent and self-
reliant. Battering is an effective way to teach

a woman that she is stupid, powerless, helpless.
Battered women who escape face many emotional
difficulties. For some it is the first time they
have been free from the rule of parents or
husbands. For others it may be the first time
in years that they have been in contact with the
world outside of home and supermarket.
Interviewing for a job can be a terrifying
experience. Breaking down the walls of
loneliness and isolation that a violent
relationship can create is a painful, difficult
process.

Male privilege means that women are
economically dependent on men.

Since few women are independently wealthy,

a major problem in leaving the relationship is
money. Almost every woman who goes to
Transition House, a Boston women's shelter,
ends up on welfare. With this limited source

of income, she may need to find shelter and
food for herself and her children. Many women
have a hard time finding a job, faced with high
rates of unemployment and little training and

or education. If they do find work, most women

cannot afford baby-sitters, and the few child-care

facilities available to low-income people have
Jong waiting lists.

Male privilege means that women's options for
survival and growth are severely limited.

Given the atmosphere of violence and
degradation that battered women live in and
the lack of practical alternatives available to
them, it should not be surprising that some of

these women end up in court for killing their
"batterers. Although there are still far too many

cases of women being punished harshly, there
is some evidence that the legal system is

beginning to respond to the severity of the problem.

Several women have been acquitted on grounds
of self-defense, when the killing occurred in

Feminist, Y;ung People’s, and Gay
Books - Books on Health Care,

Politics, Working, Food, and Solar
Energy - Lots of science fiction/fantasy -
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the midst of a fight. And some women have
been acquitted or shown leniency when the
killing did not occur in the process of a fight.
In all of these cases, however, there was clear
evidence of brutality and long term abuse and
reasonable belief that severe physical injury
was imminent.

Although a few women are being freed in the
courts, this is no solution to the problem of
wife-beating. Neither is sending batterers to
jail--prisons do not teach non-violence.

Assault, rape and battery of women will not be
wiped out until male privilege is wiped out.
Women and this society need to learn that it

is hot a woman's fault that she's battered, and
that there is no excuse for such violence. Social
service and legal systems need to develop
programs to assist women who choose to leave
their battering husbands. And this society needs
to recognize that it is not worthwhile to keep

the nuclear family together at the expense of
women and children. No woman should be put

in a situation such as that of Judith Holbron who
after shooting her abusive husband said, ' I
knew it wasn't right, but my kids aren't living in

fear anymore, and I'm not living in fear anymore. '
L

--Riverfinger
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interpreted, =
judged by the state

When I was llttle. I was encouraged to
plan for the day when I would marry -
. and have children.
Christmas, but received dolls~and
miniature appliances, 'so that I could
practlce for that day when some man
would marry me. Well, I practiced,
and a man married me, and I had chil-
dren; but I also had a part-time job
-and continued school and ultimately
developed a feminist consciousness and
subsequent discontent in splte of my
careful preparation to fit in. - My -
dolls could not compare to the joy -
my own children give. And I want my
. children to have a voice, not only in
how and what they choose to play, but
- in developlng into thinking, indepen-
dent people. . : .
What is a mother? -A person who chooses
to share her-life with children, making
.herself responsible for their financial
security, nurturance, and the loving .
guldance each child needs to develop a
healthy sense of self. - -

When a mother -chooses to take this
task .alone, the stdte steps in to .
judge -her. fitneds. 'If a woman remains
.within the boundaries- of marriage and
the nuclear family, the state doesn't
tamper: But 1f she decides to take on
" the task without a live-in male, her .
life is an open book, to-be examined,
interpreted, and ultimately judged
(and too often condemned) by a male ‘-
.representative of the state. . Because’
she has threatened the male power
structure by refusing to live with
male domination at home, the system
provides the male domination of the’
court system, to decide on her compe- °
tence to raise the future work force.-
Using the catch-all phrase "best in-
terests of the child," the ‘courts -

judge her. . If she is a lesbian as well
as man-less, she's_even more severely -
judged. ’ ‘

" All available psychological studies
conclude that-children from homo-

sexual families show the.same (no more,

‘no less) incidence of homosexuality
as children raised. in straight fami-
lies. Yet, judges  have repeatedly °
used "recruitment ahd indoctrination" .
as reasons for separating homosexual
parents from their children.
igan, 11-year-old Jillian Miller..
pleaded with the judge to let her re-
main ‘with her mother, who is gay. The
judge ruled that the child was not.in
a position to best -judge her own- wel- -
fare. Apparently, Jillian was not the
only person denied an opinion: even

I wanted books for .

_state.

In Mich- -

the court psychologlst testified that

-a change in custody would be emotional-

ly damaging to Jillian. -
knew better,

But the- judge’
and he determined it best

“that she no longer live with her:

mother, Margareth.

The male power structure does not
truly care about children: it allows
our nation's children to rot in slums,
die intellectually in ‘'school systems
empty of education, and be fed propa-
ganda that teaches them never to .think
for. themselves. This power structure
consistently sends battered children
back to the battering parents in order
not to take on a new burden for the
But the state gladly assumes
this burden if a woman dares to buck
thi accepted notion of male household
rule.

—

“The courts traditionally grant. custody

to straight white women who the court
deems a good bet for catching another
man to provide wages and domination.
Yet, if a woman elects a lesbian life-
style, she is threatened by the prob-
able loss of her children. That pun-
ishing hand, which is supposedly. by,
for, and of the people, actually

- exists only for the male, and keeps

women in their place’ (at home cooking,
mending, tending to the needs, and -
follow1ng the rules ‘of ‘the man)

A lesblan must contend with ex- -hus-.

‘bands, landlords, relatives, employ-
" ers,

'school ddministrators, and many
more people who are terrified of homo-
sexuality. All. of these desire to con-
trol the lives of-a lesbian mother and
‘her children. Each can withdraw a
basic necessity such as shelter, em-.
ployment, or the children themselves,.
if she dares to buck the power that.
ensures the prosperity of -the system
that -the meddlers beneflt from.

The issue is unique to lesblans, but

is an example of the oppression of .
‘all women, too. Inflation, recession, -
and unemployment hit us hardest, be-
cause. we havé the least to start with.
The powerlessness. of all women is evi-
dent in the punishment of lesbian =~
mothers for refusing to attach them-
selves to the male system. . -

Custody suits where lesbian mothers
are involved get a great ‘deal of pub-
licity.. The straight press, in right-
eous indignation, uses sensationalism
and moralism to condemn. Time after'
time, children are taken from mothers
who certainly had nothing to ‘gain by

/

Lesbian mothers: examined,

trylng to retain custody when their
private lives were open to mass judg-
ment, their means of support threat-
_ened, and their very identities sub-
ject to public scrutiny. Yet these

‘courageous women still fought to re-

tain the financial and social burden
of children. Why? Perhaps it goes
back to- the original decision to have
children. 1In my case, it -is a chance
to give small persons the emotional-

.support that will be necessary for -

their 1nd1v1duallsm to survive in this

_world. ,

The battle :of lesbian -mothers to re-
tain their children goes on in court-
rooms, in lawyers' offices, .in the
media, and in the home; and more and -
more of us are refusing to give- up
without a fight.- In Washington last
September, two women.wun custody of
.their six children--five boys, one
girl, .ages ranging from 6 to 14.

Last April, in California, a lesbian

—r

_ two children,

was given custody (given!!) of her
a boy 11 and a girl 9.
Unfortunately,

are not common.

We are not isolated oddities--we live
here in Bloomington-Normal, and in
every community everywhere. We are -
millions strong and -are learning the
strength to.stand up:to the oppression
that is trying to separate us from our
children. A growing number of ‘defense
and support groups are present across
the nation. Find them; support them. -

Remember——oppression'of lesbian mothers

is but a symptom of the dlsease that
oppresses us all.e- o ; N

For. lesbian mothers:

A

]

Tykes and Dykes Legal Custody Center

110" E. 23rd Street

" Box .19

Néw York, N.Y.

Lesbian Mothers, o
Feathers Farm
Bryant Bille, MA 02327
Lesbian Defense Fund

P. 0. Box 4 .
_Essex Junction, Vermont 05452 -

L4 3

Leshians and Kids, -a biblicgra-
phy of resource and reference

.. material pertinent to lesbian

. mothers is available (cost $1.50)

from:
Lesbian Tide .
8706 Cadillac Ave.. T
Los' Angeles, CA 9903b o

/

these two happy endings '

“Catholic ca"9"sbéss |

The Catholic Church's built-in sexism
"has come out, predictably ‘enough, 1in
their stand agalnst woman's right- to -
choose abortion. Now even.some of
the leftist and.progressive Catholic

~groups-have publicly gone anti-choice.’

Daniel Berrigan, an anti-war activist
priest who became famous for his.
actions against the Pentagon during
"the Vietnam war, gave an anti-choice
speech at a conference of the New
England Catholic Peace Fellowship, a
group that has up unt11 now seefied
p011t1ca11y progressive:. they' ‘Te also
.working for nutlear dlsarmament, for‘
“example., Berrigan.spoke on ‘prison
reform.at Illinois State Unlver51ty
last year., . L 3

Other anti-choice heavies spoke at the
New England confeéerence, and held
.workshops on staging nonviolent
sit-ins at abortion clinics. In
. -fPaditional Catholic style, these

makes wrong cho:ce

sit-in demonstrations emphasize
whatever pain, guilt, and unhapplness
the women getting abortions at the
clinic may feel, encouraging the women-
to feel as terrible as possible, in
hopes that in the future they will
cthoose to be baby factories (or
celibate).

At the heart of the anti-choice stance
is the deep religious belief that
women should be punished " for having
fun (this belief is also at”the heart
of their anti-lesbian and pro-marriage
stances). This religious craving for
punishment becomes clear when -the
anti-choice peeple make exceptions in
anti-abortion laws for wogen who've
been victims of rape (as defined

by- the police and courts, of course)
and 1ncest

Even though the fetuses thus produced
are just as innocent and human as all
others; Catholics, like. Berrigan

believe that . the women who are

.victims. of rape or incest should be

allowed abortions--after all, the
fetus is not the product of fun .and
so the woman doesn't have to payfor
the- rest of her. llfC

Although Berrlganﬂeupports the church
pushing forward its principles over
heaps of woman's dcad bodies--he
believes that every woman who gets -
pregnant should bc coercced
individually to choose motherhood-and

.a life of slavery--he's not in favor

of laws:-against abortion. He even
criticizes the Catholic Church for
working .for repeal of abortion laws,
saying thé church 'could have ended
the war in Victnam «f it hiad put as
much effort and ‘money into that as it
has into rcpealing abortion luws.
That would have hcen pro-lifc." @

~-Phocbe Caulfield

( . ' -
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(This article is adapted from one by the Santa
Cruz Women Against Rape which appeared in the

June 1977 Off Qur Backs as a "letter to the anti- °

rape movement.').

The early anti-rape groups were collectives of
feminists who came together because of their
anger at the way the police and courts treated
rape victims. These groups were critics of the
police, the courts, the hospitals+-all the insti-
tutions that traditionally dealt with rape victims.

" As time went by, both new and old anti-rape -
‘groups’ begah to feel it was important to work

on building good relatlonshlps with the police
and other criminal justice agencies, even though
they remained critical of the system as a whole.
The groups hoped that this better relationship
would lead to' more prosecution and-conviction of
rapists. Now, the Santa Cruz women feel that
some groups hav'e'begun, misguided, to actually

work with the “system and to withhold (or not even

think of) crxtlcxsms of the system.

One problem anti-rape groups face is whether to -
© persuade women to report rapes to the police.

Many groups have literature and phone counseling
that basically tell a woman that she can either

go to the police or do nothing. If a woman feels
that she'd like to do something about her rape, -
but the only thing she is told about is the police,

_her probable choice would be to go to the- police.

However, the criminal justice system cannot

" solve the problem of rape, and the Santa Cruz

women fear that many- anti-rape groups have ’
lost 31ght of this fact. - . .

The criminal justice system has always been
unresponsive- -and insensitive tothe needs of

women. The ordeal of reportmg a rape and

103 W. FRONT
BLOOMINGTON -

/ cony.
STAMP
SUPPLIES

X,

AN

SMOKES

BTN
" MON-SAT ™.
- 5Am- 12:30PM r-

‘?UN !

a

Post-Amerikan page 9

agamst rape:
are the alternatives

seeing it through trial is made pamful and -
degrading. Even if the individuals involved try

. to be pleasant and helpful, the processes and

structure of the entire system remain—hostile and
unsupportive to rape victims. The women -
involved have no power in the process: it is the
pollce 'who decide if she was "really raped"; the

' DA often decides not to prosecute because. it isn't

a "'good case''; and Jurles hesxtate to convict a
rapist. :

-, [ s

The conviction rate for rapists is very low, due to ..

myths about rape in our culture (like that women
really want it,‘etc.). But that doesn't mean that
-a high conviction rate is necessarily a great goal -
to work for. .Third World and/or poor white men
are most likely to be convicted of rape, as they" ,
are for riearly all crimes. :

K

In order for a DA to "win'" a rape case, he (or -

. rarely, - she) must use stereotypes about race, sex,

and economic class; these stereotypes are arho_qg )
the worst aspects of the system and are aspects

- that women should fight against.

NEWSPAPERS'

\ MAGAZINES

CREETING %
. CARDS /

)

- themselves.
--the problem. They only add to the causes.

" by anti-sexist men.
“individual cenfrontation is important,  we hope

.for her to be so.

* that is working towards-these changes:.

The answer is not just to get rapists off the street.
Prisons’thémselves are-incapable of changing
rapists. Prison.culture is much like that of the

- . outside world, with all of the pressure intensified.

Male sex roles, violence, and power relations .
which. lead to rape in the first place are strongly
reinforced thhm prlson :

: Raplsts in prison, don't stop rapmg--they 51mp1y

enforce their power -over men weaker than
Prisons don't deal with the root of °
Men.=
getting out-of prison have not learned new ways of
relating to .women. ~They don't know why they
raped, .or how to change. It is likely that they will
rape again. _ ’ 0
¥

-
-

As far as legal reform goes, the Santa Cruz.

~women think that even "good" anti-rape legislation
~will be ineffective in a society that encourages

violence against women and in a criminal justice
system that persecutes Third World and poor - .
white men.

-The Santa Cruz group works on.developing

practical.alternatives that deal with both the
system and the roots of sexism and violence. -~

-Their focus is the creation of various community-

based and supported alternatlves, -because the

’ respon51b111ty for dealing with rape should be in.

the hands of all community people, not just
institutions like police, clourts, and jails. . )

Here are some of the ideas and. alternatives that
the Santa Cruz group works on:

L We ehcourage people to get together to'discuss -
. ways to watch out for each other.

_ t This includes’
block watching to make neighborhoods safe,

‘organizing at work-places to get‘su'ppor_t to deal -

with hassles from bosses and fellow workers, and

. organizing at schools to get self-defense classes,

etc.: B -

2. We try to create the consciousness in people
that they should respond to a scream or a call .
for help, and that they should go to a-woman's

aid if it looks like she's being hassled.

3. We print the descriptions of ‘men who rape,
‘hassle, and assault women so that rape will
become a pubhc 1ssue, so that these men will
lose their anonymity, and so women can be

‘warned of particular men:

4. -Confrontations of rapists,” etc.”, by women

(or women and men). The message we want to
present to men is that we know who they are and

what they did, that they are responsible for -
their actions, and that they have the responsibility -
to change. We try to offer follow-up re-education
Although we think that each

that each one will have the more widespread

éffect of ‘encouraging people to force men to stop
violent ‘and sexist behav1or “This means that -
people’ have to deal with the men close to them--
their family, friends, etc, as well as thh
strangers who hassle women. ' : -

ConfrontatiOns can be good for women who've been
raped or hassled because they allow her to be -
dctive and powerful in a-situation where it is safe
She can make-decisions about
how a confrontation will take place and wha’t she'd
like to say. We can help her get together a group
of women who will be supportive to her during .
this process. This is very different from report-

-ing a rape to the police where the woman's role is

a passive one (as a witness.for the state) and,
where others make decisions about her case for
her. :

3

We realize that rape is not .going to end w1th the
creation of these few alternatxves, that rape will
only end with the development of & new system

that provides a context for these changes in

people's lives.. We want to develop a movement +
Itis = W
crucial for anti-rape groups not to focus on an
isolated issue to the exclusion of developing a
broader analysis of the society as a whole. ®
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Rape and Rape Culture -

~

fMost states now prohibit questioning a .’

‘Jrape’ victim on her' past sexual history.
Far more rapes are ‘being reported -every
year. Police, hospitals, and juries
are becoming more Sensitive towards the

ictims of .rape. In general, things
are- going pretty well for the rape
issue._ - , ..

: ; LA
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fn animal cultures there is a-predator-
The predator is con-'

-Pprey relationship.

Mnndays
- Dpaft 6eer 20 ]
SC)?N?F/DS 35':: " " __.:""'I e
/Vne— cnch /orzza 99:

Tuesdays ------------ -

Mexed dovbles ,aqo_k ’
foamament '

= /-

Co_nfrontmg rape:

H -

.

N

stantly on the hunt, unless-it‘has re-
“-cently scored"and been satisfied; - the
prey liveés in constant fear.of being
satisfactions - . - - =
Comparing this_relationship to the-hu-
- ‘man rape culture, you can see who is - -
predator and who is’prey. You can see,
too, that the power in 'the.relatienship
lies with the predators. :The prey can
arm herself, hide herself, or seek re-
venge on ‘the predator,-but aS'long as .
the predator exists as such, she 15
"Her only recourse is to learn to Iive

Punlshment through legal means is thef
.recourse most socially acceptable. If
the rape victim seeks out the police,
if the police can be convinced of the
truth of her claim, and if the rapist
can bé caught and brought to trial, -
then maybe:he'll be convicted and a
jail sentence will convince him to be
good. (In reality, in jail he will.
probably either rape smaller men or be:
raped by larger ones: in the first.

case he'll come out with new techniques;
in the second, new anger.)

- LNS/cpf '
Some women do choose this method of

dealing with rape. Carolyn Craven, one

. of almost 50 victims' of a Berkeley area -*

¢

Wednesdays

Half-prece drm'{’s fo. (ea/f_er -

exen;oles drafts 305.. .-

\ tegocl(a sunrese 605 -
tom collins 60F

Thursdays

Poo[ fournamen‘t
- no entry fee
prczes ewan:{ec(

I’ndays

SN Hanny ‘Hour 5 7
K nratts 301:

Priday- Sunday
Live entertainment
Ilt'lcl(,_c._tiuntry & c.ou_ntry R.Og:l(
Budwelser & olympla
o on fap R

-

_onen_Til 2 am Fri. &‘Sat.

for his arrest..

-"Stlnky knows what I .look llke, but I -
-don't know who he is or how mad he' is

rapist (called, fittingly, ""Stinky"),

' came~forward publicly and has actively .

helped the police towards his capture.

'Nelghborhood women united for mutual

protection and raised a $25,000 - reward
However,. Craven pays

the price: constant fear. ‘In her words,

w1th me for. speaklng out. I am afraldﬁ
Hls conviction can only postpone her
fear until he is released with new .
technlques and new- anger. K . '_‘

‘Guadalupe of Mexico Clty.

prey.

with the problem; haltlng it is his Job.:

. pleasant late-night phone calls.

‘Michigan;

havior.
" Against Rape and Sexism is working - .

Before-we (flnally) leave the legal sy-

stem behind, we must praise Cecelia and
Cecelia
pulled a gun oh her rapist; when he
grabbed it, fell on it and died, she
was accused of murder. Mexico City

feminists staged a 24-hour demon-

" stration around the Jall where Cecella

was being kept, arid after three .days
the judge released her, citing "defense
of sexual liberty." Guadalupe was
raped by -three men later that month;
again feminists supported her’and ar-
gued their views before the judge; he
sentenced the rapists.to nine .years:,
(the maximum penalty) and again spoke
ringing words- "sexual self-deter-
mination." But that's not all the
good news on these cases-- six groups
(a total of 300 women), encouraged by,
the results of p031tlve action, unl—'
ted the troubled- women's movement oOf
Mexico to form the Coalltlon of
Women. -Rape crisis, centers are pop-
ping up around Mexico City, and the
Coalition is currently meeting with
unions and previously anti-feminist
political parties to discuss rape.

‘polltlcs. -

" Some women are: not content with the

passive role of witness for the prose--'.
cution. In East Lansing, Michigan,
members of the rape crisis center have -
been known to spray paint "RAPIST" on
cars and front porches, and make -un- °

. In
Los Angeles, -when a woman complained
that-a neighbor had been following her
around, rape crisis members started
following him and stuck to him for
three days. (He quit.)

Women's escort services are also pop-
ular; the Women's Coalition for Rape-
Prevention in Madison, Wisconsin, has
had -one in ‘operation for years-- .
staffed by women, unlike the worthy
Red Tassel -services here in our com-
munity, where any rapist off the'
spreet can volunteer to be an escort.
(An exaggeratlon, in reality each vo-.
lunteer is interviewed. . But what can
they ask him? If he's a rapist?!) In
Santa Cruz, California; Ann Arbor,

and Rochester, New York;
there are groups- who are publishing
names and descriptions of rapists; -and
doing confrontations of rapists.in
public places; then offering con-

.sciousness-raising and counselling -to

rapists who want to change their be-
Champaign's'Men's Task Force

with the Women Against Rape (WAR)
group there, doing counseling for
"male significant others": husbands,
fathers, brothers, lovers, and friends
of rape victims. - ' :

L *
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Three cheers for the

~ Pantagraph_

. Continuing its- recent trend of followmg up on
Post-Amerikan investigations, The Daily-
Pantagraph did a story early in December that
called one subsidized housing program a
""ripoff. " . -

-The Post ran its first stories exposing the:

ripoffs.in federally subsidized housing in June,
- 1977. . Unlike the Pantagraph, however, the

Post named some of the proflteers involved

in local sub51d1zed housmg

Following: other Post—Amerikan leads, the
Pantagraph first began to examine the profits

- involved intax-free industrial-bond issues by -

Bloomington and Normal three months ago.
The Post ran its first story in November, 1977.

. About a year ago, the Po_et unearthed a scandal-
involving former city council member- Larry

‘Nelson that the Pantagraph tried to bury.
Prodded by the Post, the Pantagraph provided
its readers more information on the tax evasion
scandal that had forced Nelson to resign from
the, Bloomington council.

The folks at the Post-Amerikan, who are all
unpaid volunteers, wish to congratulate
Evergreen Communications Corp., owner of
The Daily Pantagraph, for its efforts to provide
the people of Bloomington-Normal with timely
_investigative reporting--however tardy it may
be. .

]

Pantagraph researchers might find it useful to
refer to'the following issues of the Post: for
pubhc and subsidized housing, vol. 5 no. 9 Jan.,
1977 and vol. 6 nos. 3-5 June-Sept., 1977 and
for tax-free bonds, vol. 6 nos. 7-8 Nov. -Dec. ,
1977 and vol. 7 no. 3 Aug., 1978. @ =

Lo



-

-

Violence is an option: self-defense
courses for women are no longer an od-
dlty. In LA, an 18-year-old woman got
up” in the night for a drink of water
and heard a man raping her mother; she
calmly called the police, then'evicted
the man with the help of a golf club.’

An 11-year-eld girl walking home from ';

school was followed by two men in a
car. One got out and approached.her;
she flipped him flat -on his back on

the pavement. The driver, outraged,
screamed, "That's murder!" and leaped
out to assist his dazed companion-- .
but by then nelghbors had alerted, the
police. .

Violent, after- the- fact revenge is al-
so an option, but a risky one. ‘The
gallant Inez Garcia and Joanne Little,-
whose trials for the murder -of their
jailer/rapists received .such publicity,
are examples of the risk. 1In Florida,
two women strangled their rapists ‘and
were acquitted, but in Long Beach,
California, a woman -shot and killed
her rapist when he—returned ‘the next
day; she was conv1cted of flrst de-
gree murder,- :

And, lest we be accused of not ex-_°~
ploring all the alternatives, let us
not forget Herman J. Obermeyer; ed-
itor and publisher of the- Northern
Virginia, who recently announced that
the Sun will. begin printing mnames,.
ages, and addresses of rape victims..
Says the sage Obermeyer: "Protecting
_ the accuser's anonymity, while fully -
identifying the accused, is ‘tantamount
to a pretrial presumption of guilt. A
malicious woman could try to make the
state take away a man's .freedom for
life without even risking public em- -
barrassment." She should be so lucky{
. obviously. the worthy Obermeyer doesn't
consider the horror of .a.rape trial .
humiliating: enough. .

:*******-*******************‘*****************#***’ |

Women don’t do Iaundry

new tactics, new power

It seems a fitting time to get back to

the situation in our community. The

- courageous women who have recently.

come forward.and reported their rapes
have caused:many well-meaning citi-
zens to come up. in arms against the

"rash of" rapes" rlght“here 1nlBloom-
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ington-Normal. We realize that unre-
ported rapes are not uncommitted rapes,
but the general feellng of outrage in
-thls community has brought about.the ~
organization of- A.R.R.C.: Against
" Raper and Rape Culture.

Already fliers have been distributed,
listing resources for help and in-
formation, and ARRC is in the process
of drawing up methods and-alternatives
for dealing with rape-and rape cul--
ture. We will call for volunteers
for- various proJects sometime in
early spring, so watch the Post and
.public bulletin bodrds for.rmessages
from us. The message  will run some-
thing like the eloquent statement of”
one of our members: "I'm.tired of
belng able "to do nothlng but hold
women' while they cry. :

tﬁ& LuLerataqn

of allL veman

and So victerY
is berm even in

" thadarkest hours

‘cprbomené a jaurnallof liberation

" positions--Domestics I, pay.

The McLean County Nursing Home is
helping to maintain an o0ld Amerikan™
custom--keeping women locked in low
paying jobs. In the Housekeeping . -
Department there are two types of

3.05/
hour, and Domestics II, pay $4.30/

‘hr. - And surprise, surprise: all

Domestics I workers-are women and
all DOmestiCSfII.workers.are men.
Other than the gender of the work-
ers, what's the difference in these
positions? Well, Domestics II work-.
ers may have to do laundry, whereas
Domestics I ‘workers are not expected
to. It's easy to predict McLean Co.
Nursing: Home's explanation for this
division of duties--laundry work in-

_volves lots of 1lifting and women

just can't...{I 'wish ‘they'd devélop- =
some new stereotypes for women;

these old ones are so tiresome.) As .
one ex- employee of the nursing home ‘-
said: "It doesn % matter what sex

you are, if you're on the weak side,
laundry would be hard for you to

do.? .

. Now, this ex- employee of McLean Co.

Nursing Home is a man, and SO was a
Domestics II, which means he did
lots of laundry, right? Wrong! . He
estimates that he did the laundry
on an average of once a week, and

-for that he .was paid $50 a week more

than a Domestics I. Strange, I
don't know many housewives who get
paid $50 a week for doing laundry.

Well, that's about the end of this .
sad llttle tale, except, when this -
ex-employee quit he was told that

they ‘were going to hire a Domestics

I to replace-him. After-all, why

should McLean Co.. Nursing Home hire -

a man when they can get a woman for

$1.25/hr. less? ¢

C
And ma\ mm -
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od Marauders crucify

i-n-u-u-m-n ;‘r-: -
N . . .

page 12 Post-Amerikan®
l . -vol. T ng. T

i . o technical requ1rements, but those
. A . requirements did not, in any case,
i gfrgﬁg métdzwﬁlghﬁﬁgﬁsfﬁiithaté?e' force automatic refusal of PP's
Incinerate _the souls of theppgor apptloat;onziiThe very sagedprOJéct
review committee recommende .
i Pgst Amerikan readers, espec1a11y approval of funds for another
i the women. : - agency which had satisfied entlrely
' 1 f th t
i .0oooh. Nothing happened._ The old only one o e criteria.
bugger must be napping. At the second MIAPHCo meeting, the
i ‘It's funny but I can't think of ~God Marauders on the board abandoned -
> all these trumped up charges and )
i 2a512§1e Egtsgge;hﬁicﬁgidpgiigﬁally shifted their arguments to'the h
PP "moral" ‘sphere.  Thus, the 11-9 vote
i £k % Ak ok k hok P TR EE * said in effect that.-PP is 1mmoral
. ) and therefore undeserv1ng of
My favorlte rellglous movementh government funds Lo
rs the'- Inqu1s;t10n--bec§use the . of theAZI board"members voting; all
fnqutsmlon S oqi ygu : at’ religious but four were men. The great majority
anaticism is a - abou _ of the- God Marauders were fortyish,
Con51der Chr15t1an1ty One of the white-male bu51ness types M
“big images is of a guy with big Several of the . "
: al se moral types,; Ray
i Z?égginghrggggnhasc23225 a%ﬁoﬁﬁit DeFilippo, for instance, were
on his’ head a wound in his side . repeatedly rude and overbearlng,
i far beyond the aid of Excedrin. ’ .particularly to Kay Wilson who had
Y been delegated to speak for an-
i That image is supposed to 1nsp1re 3 absent board member. (Ms. Wilson was
! you. ..perhaps to commit - chalnsaw . ; - ‘ notrallowed to vote, however.)
murders , ' o Parenthood federal funding for ' These men, like.little dictators in
3 ) o ) - their. own. castles, were clearly used
Con51den,Cath011c1sm "One of the 1979-80. )
i big rituals is supposed to be ' ' ‘ . : ' to having "their way--right now.
i eating the body and drinking the. = - On Dec 5 the full MIAHPCo board . sk ok ok ko T
i' blood. of the poor bastard that ;gted élpg agiinsg approv1n% ¢ .
ot na11ed to the cross. ) anned rarenthood s reques or
i & y ~ $115,300.in federal funds. These . S L. ugean?E desiilgedhthe God
That r1tua1 is su osed to.inspire ,decisions,_however'can still-be irduders € car ¢ em neo- "
_you, too...maybe Eg wearing p. _ reversed on Dec. 21 by the 16: _ puritans) as creatures who have the
i necklaces of V1et Cong ears . ‘county East Central Illinois =~ - . .haunting ‘suspicion that someone,
- . * Health Systems Agency. . somewhere, may be having fun.
i ‘If 1 ‘were rellglous, 1'd probably : . o ' [N ) _ ) P .
cream my jeans at the thought of In between these two meetings, EZX;% ?g?:ﬁergiﬁggg E;Zrdwiitggne
i -the Bishop of Peorla broiling-on - - -- O'Rourke, -who is Bishop of Peoria, neo- uritan fashion‘ - ' .
i ~a spit. . - threatened to withdraw Catholic i P S
- .~ support for the United Way charltable IR o | : . -
i _That's what ‘I mean. about the . fund-raising campaign if United Way -b;igztﬁsgdtgitf?ﬁaﬁiz %ﬁ;lzgiuZie
"Inquisition: _your basic religious did 'not stop giving its. money -to
fanatic intends to force everyone Planned Parenthood,.($10,000 in act1v1t1es of these students.
Eﬁngﬁ13§V§o§22n22meoga§§1fgiii tot o 1877- 78) T oo ‘ T Later he made clear that he "didn't ‘-
’ PE " "
.behave as if they believed it. . _. At the f1rst MIAHPCo meetlng, the . ' ¥22tdoigziide§§d ﬁz gztezgzdoﬁlgls
-Your basic religious fanatic rather  ° God Marauders claimed that Planned ) . loathing for "the sexugl ‘desires of
! enjoys burning witches. . .+ .- Parenthood (PP) was duplicating ' 'studentg
‘ e xw ; * Aa kA a ke * . *u* services provided, by-private doctors
N PP
i . : ' :gghzgzgl regiii2$enzsmi§t1§¥o . ’ Flnglly,dhe ﬁrgued tzat afterlshey
Now that I've earned m self as ot . .- graduated, these students wou n't
in hell next_ to- Mark T&aln, whoge appllcatlon be getting medrcal serv1ces”‘handed
‘opinion of- Chrlstlanlty is identical - The God Marauders made the first ;g Eﬁzm g’:‘ ﬁts-téve:tp&lsa;gezo ?rtl_),’more’_
.to mine, I will stick more to the ) . claim despite the fact that PP last whiLe {heygre in goliege _
i -point for awhile:. - year provided over 3000 women with
| Lo medical services--particularly ~
! ‘"The Right-to-Life perverts 11ke pelvic examinatiorns and contracep- ¥$EEHZ{1Sai§%22enguts1Er§t;§p2ii;?1y
Thomas Shilgalis, the Catholic = - tives--free or at reduced fees. weird on the ”out51ders" angle.
' godfathers like Bishop Edward ; Most (and perhaps all:but one) of It's federal money, not Locil'taxes
O'Rourke,’ the old-time righteous - the local gynecologists refuse. to that would go to Pﬁ and federal - ’
i right-wingers like Violet Hamilton, accept women whose fees would be
and a few idiot sons like David o pald by state public a1d ’ law prevents PP from turnlng down any-
i Wochner have teamed up to deny . = . . ...body. Also; one of the main reasons
Planned Parenthood both its federal .. Obviously, the loss or reduction of PP has so many students as patients
' and its charitable funding. ‘Planned Parenthood means that 'many . 1is that the Illinois State University
z “+ of the Twin-Cities' poorest women L health service can't handle all the -~
' That a111ance won 1ts first v1ctory . will have to.pay more for--or do - ' + women seeking exams and contra-
z back on Nov. 21-when a project w1thout--the medical services now, ceptlves . . T
! review commlttee of the Mid-Illinois prov1ded to them by PP. . L R . ) -
Area Health Planning Corporation ' But the silver platter idea is'good,
! (MIAhPCo) voted . 3 tho deny Planned. PP has’51nce satlsfled the two B o too- - though scarcely or1g1na1 \

— T - . ,fThe Tast: t1me I 1ooked there’ were . ‘-
: Wochners as pre51dent and vice :
. w.> N.. president -of the American State.. * .
ler* Dll‘l' III *he CO'd _ s T 2 E “ Bank, -and- wcchners ‘held three of ‘the
: “seven.seats. on that bank S. board of

a.l. .',’"s *lme of year? _ _ \\; ‘ '::'-".v'-dlrectors 3 ‘ | ‘
: ' SN iy " Do you thlnk’young David. had to“‘; A

it . : o » ; .- N _-' _: [ .. filch money fraom the/collectlon'cy E
M S'l‘op by < ‘“'ILDER\F”?- s iewf¥ "R - plate . to make it through 1aw school?
; OUTEITTERS i phate.tom

W|chouuTRv alld ; 5 z’ii()h";FR].- "‘2}3}". 'Young Dav1d has the look- of ‘a person L

10 1FT
'.J“URDXYjQ'- ﬁi-fw who has lived his.life in mortal fear
Ie* {hem warm you up. CLa3z. . ) gf farting. Behind his ‘cowed,. dulled
A ) . o ] t . IR .face, you can ‘see a "boy who was
o - - ; o - often slapped down by his father,
his priest,-his teacher. And law
school, we can guess, must have .
. been tough:. he probably studied
while others partled

Yet David Wochner defends the nuclear'
- family .with its infallible father.
B - A4

*******.***,_,******’***

. The God Marauders have several
(!.()-()Q().(_u..u“ﬂo().ﬂ.()-’ﬂ-ﬂ-




Planned Parenthood

specific objections--moral objections,
they say- - toll’ LimnedRarentheod.
Bhncis the MNac'ts thia't PReWidd Sre e r
women to abortion clinics. Another

is thuat 'l docs sterilization
counseling.

Yet PP is the only agency that does
refer pcople for abortions and

sterilizations. iiany doctors woun't
deal with c¢ither issuc, and all the
local hospitals refuse to allow

abortions.

God Marauder sruce Anderson is
appalled that PP has referred

women for abortions without informing
those women's husbands--cven though
it would be illcgal to recfuse to
refer such a woman.

Atdthe hecuart of the God' Murauders™
objcctions to "I is their fecar: that

PP is undermining their concept of
the family: women must have the
permission of their husbands, and
children must have tuae permission

of their parents belore they can
think, read or do anything whatsocver.
This attitude goes double for
anvthing connected with sex.

Scli-admitted psyvchiatrist Marlow

[larston explained that il cvervbody
would simply stop talking about scx,
then teenagers would stop doing it.

fle also argued that once sex is cut
O ok Steenime 1S ' HilvosE “thiere awhidlil
be many fewer messed-up tecnagers.
Ihese arguments arc incredible, but
they recall an old test for de-
termining whether a woman is a witch:
tou tic the woman up and throw her

in the river. If she sinks (and
drowns), she's not a witch. 1{ she
floats, you drag her out and burn her
as a witch.

x % % % % % % % % % % % x % % % % %

The Bishop of Pecoria sayvs that PP is
"directly opposed the whole Judco-
Christian idecal of morality," and
hicimag: we llsvbe right i ff hy=sthiat he
means slaughtering Moxlens i
Christian ¢crusades, or if he wmcans
inguiisitions and witch-burnings.

PP also, the bishop says, opposcs

the "wholce commitment of chastity.'
Catholics, of coursc, arce very big

on the idea of abstaining from sex.
The whole church hicrarchy is supposcd
to 2ive up all sex.

how

I wonder much this peculiar

masochistic idea colors the God
SR © st ELRdcase

FER 0s®rio gdribit stive™siomisc ol tjiug i ¢
1 oo RN RS S RO U WU R A

AP CEREE s e "dion et S ipblabi i
exactly how abstinence can be taught,
PIGESH  Cin - sqedthie phvi sonsGsedels , stthe

locked boedrooms, the curfows, in
mlile iy cves.

-1 have no doubt cither that-this
same masochistic idea is related to
the God Marauders' stern opposition
to PP's position on scxual frecdom.

Bruce Anderson, for inztance, Jdoesn't

think anvone, cspecially not women,

have any right to cenjoy their

BB 17070 . SUCh thln gs re imamal

Gl e on > shidtul ettt o v Tohe caen

tv think on such immoral thines.
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1s immoral,
ncver tries it

and blackmail must be moral,
he does practice them.

What clsc i1s the bishop's threat to

opposc the United Way cxcept
gl i
it morce

cxtortion, blackmai

P\ G

bullybov could have done

smoothly.

* % % %k %k % k% kX % % x x % % & % K X%

though he supposcdly
; vet extortion

since

For most of this century the giant
he little ones,

corporations f{and t
too)
cveryvthing
automobiles.,
blatant or subtle,
the samec: buyv
get more scx, more
WEr el
tint vour hair,
men will

TS e T
will
magnet.

Because of their

paint

have heen using sex to scll
[rom cigarcttes to
The messavwe, whether

is almost always

love.

vou

usc ol tli
crubbing propaganda technique,

and
like

1 s

corporations must becar much

responsibility
obscssion with sex.
The obsession
destructive of our

for the

lives,

[t

thi's™and o™ 1

know how the pitch goes:
your fua
follow«you in herds;
drink this becer
hid @t ac fcl™ ft'o

E ol gl
buy
women
a

money -
the

national

itsclf is probably
may
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account f{or the pcople who necd to
find new sex partners night after
night and who ncver form any
broader rclation with anyonc.

I think it's safc to say that
advertising has helped make sex

a commodity. This in turn has a
profound cffect on the way people
‘trcat cach other: a man takes a
woman to a fancy restaurant, pays
the bill, and then expects her
scxual favors.

ffomen arc trained to value themselves
according to the way they look, and
they spend much time and money
crcating an artificial appearance.

Onc more aspect of the corporate
message: (buy Gasp-Choke brand
dcodorant, -and the person of your
choice will swoon at your feet. If
the relationship goes bad, switch
deodorants.

If Psycho-doctor llarston sees a lot
of young people who are messed up
by sex, I don't think it's Planned
IParenthood's fault. Yet the God
Mlarauders said not one word against
the corporatec way of life. On the
contrary, they implicitly support
that which is rotting their spirits.

I think it's clear that PP is not
rcsponsible for the sexual activity
of tccnagers nor for the breakdown
of the nuclear family.

The women who come to PP for
prcgnancy counscling want help
bccause they arc already pregnant.
Many alrcady know they want an
abortion. They also know there is
no where elsc to go in Bloomington-
Normal.

Plunned Parenthood is merely trving
to help the victims, mainly women,
of a messcd up sociecty.

It's not surprising that the God
Marauders want to make things worse
for women." It's long been standard
practice on the right wing, in the
rcactionary camps, to dump on the
victims of society. It's also safec,
because the victims usually can't
fight back.

One of the pro-PP speakers at the
sccond MIAIlPCo mecting, Emily Dale,
told the board that a vote against
funding for PP would mcan that the
board was '"turning its backs on
womgeni, hielcilisie, whyat™ S ipiFe el se Ik witat
the question is."

That is precisely what the male-
dominated MIAHPCo board did. Such
arc the fruits of organized recligion.g
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Gay people have finally made it

on prime-time. TV. In August we ..
saw the story of that good gay -
patriot, Leonard Matlovich. And
on the Sunday after Thanksg1v1ng,
ABC aired the movie version of a |
lesbian. mother's flght to keep her
younger son. :

" Questlon of Love" told the story -
of Linda Rae Guettner,-a divorced
woman who lived with her.sons(8- ~
year-old Billy and teen-aged. Dav1d)
and her lover Barbara and Barbara's
daughter.. Their life together was _
shattered when David moved in ‘with
his father and told him of his )
mother's lesbian relationship.

"Dad decided that he wanted custody .

of the younger: boy too--"I won't
have Billy staying with you and -
(long pause) your friend," he.
piously told his ex-wife-- and the
ensuing courtroom battle provided
the center of ‘conflict for the fllm.

v

The movie was based on an actual
.case,.and, far'as I could tell,:
followed the outline of the real
story quite accurately.,

There's no doubt in my mind about
‘the production's point of view: "A
Question of Love" was clearly

# sympathetic and supportive of Linda
§ Rae's rights and feelings. It showed
| that the decision to give custody of
the boy to his father was unfair, °
unw1se, and a- damn dlrty shame.

The mov1e offered a’dramatic-
example of the crushing oppress1onl
that the straight world so easily .
and carelessly deals out to
powerless vietims (chlldren/women/
gays) who -dare to believe that they .
are valuable human beings with the.
same rights as whlte heterosexual
adult males. o

4 e -

At the movie's end I wanted to wipe
away the tears and go--out and bash
in the heads of a few- hundred: -
lawyers, judges, husbands, and.
Baptist ministers.
-weren't any Baptist,ministers in
the film,
.good taste to include -them in my
hate list. And the husband in the’
flick did testify that he'd given up
fighting, drinking, and adulterous
‘breeding with teen-aged women since
he'd become a member of the local
“EBaptist cult.) .
Yes, "A Question of Love" was a

' powerful drama. Light years ahead of
the usual treatment of gay people on .
television. And yet...and yet.

‘There are .some things' abéut. this. . .-
fine presentatlon that dlsturb me S
very much.‘.' . PR .. .

Before I get to my negatlve crltl—
‘however, let me. share a few.
partlcular observations. about -the
mov1e 's pos1t1ve features-

l The actlng was excellent Gena
Rowlands was devastatlng as the
woman(torn, against her will,

betwéen her motherhood and_her

| gayness. Jane Alexander was equally
effective as her lover. Both .
performances were convincing, I
think, because they were not - )
sentimentalized or glamorized. Linda
Rae and Barbara were attractive,
1ntelllgent people, but they were.
not movie-star beautiful (Linda
actually had wrinkles and graylng
hair) or saintly martyrs (Barbara was
human in -her irritation and her -

2.

AL ey .3

al -

.

"A-Question of Love" was also

believable because the people were

‘not wealthy,’ .

sophisticated-city-

dwellers. They were -down-Home
working-class folks whose problems
and conflicts seemed a good deal-
more real and-poignant than the -
difficulties of the usually well -to-
‘do TV characters. . .

3

3. The movie was- outstandlng 1n.'
- showing how women support other -

women.

* Barbara's. daughter, the

female lawyer, and even ‘Linda Rae' s

mother displayed a warm and open

concern that contrasted stongly with.

the cold,

terse-reactions of the ‘men.’

Linda's mother at first responded with
anger and 'disgust, but her feelings
for. her daughter overcame her hémo-
phobic condltlonlng and compelled her -

to stand by Linda and Barbara,

even

though' shé couldn't qu1te accept
thelr sexual behav1or°u

Desplte all - these good -points, I
have several definite’ obJectlons.ﬂ;ﬁ.

_First of -all, no other gay people

appeared in the movie..

(The same

thing was true of the Matlovich film,)
When gay activists were mentioned they
were paired with Bible thumpers as
-.opposing extremist groups that had
-caught Barbara’ and Llnda in the -

‘middle.

P ~

(Actually, there ™ - -

but T think it's -always in

-I resent the suggestion that gay.
activism is  in any way like the
superstltlous nonsense of fundamen-
tal rellglono

Moreover. th1s middle-of-the-road

. position was carefully emphasized

“throughout-the drama.

Linda and- -
Barbara were good mothers, good women,

good human»belngsa.What they were not

was' good lesbians, at least not in
any visible way. We never.saw'a
gesture of physical affection between

""the two, beyond-a casual hand on the

inability to put up with the revolting’

‘behavior of reporters and court

off1c1als)e e » R

- - shoulder. They were not particularly

"obv1ous," showy,
unusual,

extravagant,.-or

. to f*ght the custody su1t.

-

" beyond an isolated,

"parents, but it also greatly reduces

[

. taken over.

'jin a prime-time TV movie.

“giving up-the 1nd1v1duallty and iden-

" 1lmage.

. our values and we'll accept you;
can be acknowledged

‘T:Thanks a lot, but no thanks.

-determined. in-its safe, serious approach

-_avoiding the flitting stereotypes and
-gay villains that often populate the

"'Maybe this sw1ng to the somber,
- TV.

"to be co-opted by main stream

‘except in their determlnatlon'

- - . - -, . -

by . ol

'Add to this the fact that * the play did
not 'in any. way.indicate that there are
many gay parents who face the same

agonies and problems as.Linda Rae--and _-1

you have a safe, limited:story. The

filmmakers did not want to venture
easily defended

case. .

The implication that Linda is unique

not only discredits a.lot of gay

the movie's message about gay oppres-
sion, . - ) .

What worries me ‘most about . thls movie
is the poss1b111ty for co- optatlon

that it raises. Co-optation means
being chosen as a fellow membér. or
colleague. In other words, being

¢ In this case, it means
that the straight media have decided

to include gay people in the group of
good parents and decent citizens who .
deserve to be treated sympathetically -

But what ‘is ‘the price for such an

-acceptance? Well, if "A Questlon of
Love" and the Matlovich movie are in-
-dicators, the-cost seems to involve -

tlty of belng gay.

Both fllmS based théir understanding
and sympathy for gays on the-:fact that
these gay people had an.acceptable

As portrayed on TV, Linda Rae
and Matlovich were really quite ordi-
nary -and .conventional. They were alsq
presented as probable exceptions to~
_the run-of-the-mill gay person, who
isn't quite ready for acceptance but
could pe if she/he would follow these
sterllng examples.

’

accept
act.

The message seems clear to me:

like us and you, too,
as worthwhlle in a made-for- TV mov1e.

I want
acceptance on.my terms.  .I want to be
accepted as I am, not -as’ some not-
ready for- prlme tlme hopeful.

Hav1ng made my declaratlon of gay

independence, I -would also say that

it was inevitable that Amerikan

television should. begin its serious

presentatlon of gay -people in this way.

You can't expect the network that gives -
“Charlie's Angels" to be able to-

deal with a full spectrum of gay.

personalities right off the. bat.

A reviewer for the Neerork Times-sald
that " A Question of Love" was so

because the producers were intent upon

sitcoms and cop shows of commercial TV.
That may be,:but sanitized "heav1es"‘
are almost as mlsleadlng as neurotlc
llghtwelghts.

presentable types is a necessary .
correction that will eventually lead to

‘more fully developed gay characters on
I hope so. -

But until there are'bolder, more defiant
representations of gays, I'm not going

telev1s1on, no matter how sympathetlc
its mov1es are.g -

T . ——Ferdydurke

L
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Ilightecn-year-old Rathy Pcace started
a ncw jaob onc day in Rounokce Rapids,
North Cdrolinu.

‘ E

-

ller employver was «}.:P. Stevens Co., *.
‘America's sccond largest textile
manufacturer, with 85 plants and

over 40,000 workers throughceut the. |
Southern-states. T,
Rathy wils sput-to wdrk immcdiately on
a tufting machine--without. training..
An hour and 45 minutes later, not:
"knowing how the machinc operated,
she, lost two ‘finecdrs. She was
“immediatelv fired.. ; ’

Kathy's story is only onc of many
throughdut'thc'south, where numerous
largce industrial plants have "'run
away'" from-the unionized north,
seeking safcty and high profits
non-union, low-wagc south.' . ,

in the .

lFor the 'last 15 vears, ewmployces of
the J.I'. Stcvens Co. have "fought for
- union rccognition through the
Amalgamated Clothing and Textilec
Workers Union. [For the last 15 years,
Stevens has stal 1ed and ignored: .
their coffforts, cuarning 4dtsclt the
title of '"the 'worst labor law
violator in U.S. history.'.

The .S, Court of Appecals (2nd Cir-
cult) citéd Stevens in August 1977,
“saving "the company has f{launted

its, disobedience®™ of court orders,
“"undermining respect for this court -
and for the rights of cmployvees. 7
recognized in the National lLabor
Relations Act.' - -

Federal regulation insurcs the rights
of Tabor unions to organizc and ~

. represent workers.  lowcver, in’ _
[ most southern statcs, workers.. = -
arc cxempt from "closéed shop'" union
contracts, and cdch individual can
delide whether to join the union.

At Tirst glance this individual
P choice may scem just.  llowever, the
han on closcd shops actually maxes, |

it very difficult to form a strong -
Cunion, and insurcs low wages; and .
- unfair conditions continuc. . T

"Right-to-work™ laws mean that if . T

a union is organized and wins a
contract, it must provide hencflits

for all, including mon-union medher s,
ihus o union must pay the cestes-of
shtaining boenefits that go to all
cmployvees, cven thouvh all do not C.
share the costs of winning or ]
Cmaintaining those heneflits by paving

- duesY  Right-to-work laws keep a
vorktforce divided, so that o company
can casily olav ofRY non-nnion: and
union pcrsonnce!, and-se that it
‘Keep cmplovees From wffoctivelrv s
[ challenging it. '

can

el

EVENS-- Bellige
it of Textile Tra

"Because of this legal system, the
south has become a welcome bastion
for firms likec Stevens. Stevens

is onc of America's oldest textile
companics, - founded in New Fngland

in 1813. 'The.company soon rosc-
through- innovative marketing systcms,
invention of new techniques and
lucrative government contracts.
After 1945, however, when Stevens
workers (organized during the 1930°'s
labor push) were ready for another
drive, Stevens began shitting its

opcratiions.

NGERON THE JOB
at J.P STEVENS.

Listen to 18-year-old Kathy Peace_:

"l was runnin’ a tufti
machme

she fost
t an hour

By combining with smaller companies
already in the south, Stcvens ciosed
1ts 21 northern plants, climinating
"11,700 jobs. iiventually it took owvcr
‘or opcned, 85 southern plants. . .

Operating in smaller cities, where it
would be the dominant industry and
control the local marketplace,
Stevens rose in the corporate worid
and maintained its non-union status.

Some claim that.low wages are
‘legitimate since '"the cost of living,
“is.1less in the south.'" True, some
items ure lower. ' Yet the continucd
existence.of shanty-towns, irnadequatce
housimy, -poor hcalth care and mal-
nutristion in the American south .
counter :any olains that southerners
live as well as nny*AMCr1Cnn3 and
only pav. less. : o

. L, - }

Stutistics) however, fail to convey
“thé truce impact of .i.l'. Stevens on
the awerage worker -in - plants.
Fmploying.over 30,000, Stcvens

has usgd every trick possible to
prevent unionization and kcgp wages

low.

Firings.have been the most blatant
tactic against uni | organizers,
“lost orvanizers regaincd their jobs
and back pav, but only after 35 or

s d-vedrs of court cascs and appecals,
Uhses which Stevens continudlly s
Satails and appeals to higher courts.

 TELEPHONES
- ON U.S. 51
"AIR CONDITIONED

i1 the Rivering plant
ens.” Was she

lligerent
de

"- Typical is the.story of Maurecn
.Hedgepeth, who worked at Stevens”

Roanoke Rapids, North' Carolina
.mill. . Both she:and hér husband were -

fired after she testified against the
. company at a National Labor Relations
‘Board hearing. With backing from

the union, Ms. lledgepeth challenged. °
- her dismissal. e L .

Stevens fought it to the Supreme
Court where the original NLRB ruling
to_reinstate-her and award back wages
was,upheld. To win this victory,

it was four hard years for the
lledgepeth family,  four years of
_blacklistirig against her-husband and
four vears of hunger. . . -

*-"During supper,' she testified during

" the 1976 Holuse Labor "Subcommittee -
hearings, !the kids used to ask -me,
"Aren't you going to eat?' I always
said, 'l ate while I -was cooking:'

"The .truth was [ went without food
many nights. We just didn't have
enough." ’ - - :

.+ Four yecars and twenty-one days. from -
the date of her firing,.Maureen i’
Hedgepeth went back to her job at

."thé Rganoke Rapids plant. She- - !
immediately faced another Stevens-
campaign, as rumors began- flying
around the plant that her court
settlement would be paid out of her
co-workers' salaries. It was six
months before.anyone would talk to
her, but Maureen lledgepeth refused
to qqit.

Multiply this story by hundreds,’
and vou can see how ineffectual
~ the nation's labor laws are.

Altention Consumers

BOYCOTT)
JPSTEVENS PRODUCTS]

SHEETS & PILLOWCASES

CARPETS
" Fine Arts Gulistan
Tastermaker
Utica
Yves St Laurent
Angelo Conghia
Suzanne Pleshette
Dinah Shore

HOSIERY
Finesse

BLANKETS
Forstmann
Utica

TOWELS
Fine Arts
Tastemaker
|tica

Although the ACTWU has-won
representational rights at several’
Stevens plants, the union has yet to
.win a_contract. -'Stevens repeatedly
stalls negotiations,. just as it stalls
court cus%S.‘ Representational elec-
. tions have bcen especially hard. and

713 N. MAIN
NORMAL
452165




a unlon electlon 1n-RoanokesRap1ds, .

photos “ofSan Francisco:''Zebra"
‘Marder' ‘victims: and black suspects

' "_were posted on the ¢ mun1ty bullet'

.board. i The captlon'read “"Would .
- you want thls to happen here7”j;j-

Stevens has been c1ted w1th-over

~1200- Natlonal Tabor Reélatio '

v101at10ns in’ 1ts anti- unlon;cam—
ai However, NLRA laws lack

Stevens, are the v

lung dlsease”——by : |

‘s coal: m1ners are., affllcted with -
'black lung, caused by coal dustg

Perhaps_the worst abuse,of workl_g
- for“Stevens.is the absence 6f: ‘any-.
. Jjob security. " Older .workers,. as__
. soon_as. theyﬂare faced w1th_an e

.-Leafle callmg-for boycott of .

;5Easﬂand

TOVIELS
- Fine Arts .
'Tastemaker L

_SHEETs & PILLOWCAS

Beauti-Blend :

Beauticale | - = - Tastemaker:-
(Fine'Arts .- .7 - TABLE LNEN
Peanuts © Simiex- -

. (comic strip- hgures) -
" Tastemaker - ; - . ER
P S?ca M h wk .- .+ . Finesse-..
.- ica-& Moha R B
* Designer Labels: . | " Hip Lete
Yves St Laurent P Spmt L
- .Angelo Donghia ~ -

i

J‘P Stevens has successfully

_av01ded“un10n12at10n for. 1:5. years;

A-strike .against ‘Stévens.is'a. h1gh-~

,rlsk”venture for the workersr:~

ro, Georgia, plant-success
fully won recognltlon,?f' y. found 't

-protect J.P.’ s
-_of Workers.




“prick mall management

3v1olat1ng mall property: rlghts——ana

: Yuletlde shopplng season 1s upon us
. .:and nowhére-is the seasor. seéeniat.: - fried to: hamper United Farmworker . ... ppo can -argue with invisible- lawyers° ot
< its most vicious, ‘its mos 'cramped R pickets’ during:the lettuce boyCOtt*"m'The group; moves to. the parkirg lot
-@nd nerve-wrenching; than-at . .--__JE_J__because—the presence of each might - -efitrance by’ Eastland Tex&co,. a )
. ‘Bloomington's.Eastland malli . Parklng -+ v -be :an:assault. on proprlety. Like a: '.”quarter mlle from the mall Proper.
T lot: packed -November not. even: 6ver, : -'5“ ' ifart An: Fantasyla T S :
.- the mall' is already reaping. the ,
" rewards of :Christi .Consumptlon when
casmall band of pickets: arrlvesJ:”
;dsouts1de two of 1ts stores ‘in. the™
- late afternoon.’ Protestlng the .
gpractlces of J P Stevens, a southern

. know what. the lawgers tell me." ..

:The plcketlng 1s'part of a- natlonw1de :Unfurlﬂng a, banner that rea

Bl .
“-aection called: for-: Nov.-30 Justice . . . Concerned Cltlzens for Soc1a

- for J.Pu Stevens ‘Workers Dayy by“”“ 'TStevens Workers" ‘and | oarr
e . : - ylng uriion . -
Amalgamated Clothlng and Textile. fprlnted 31gns,_the plckets stand ther'

'T-Workers U’lon.*Wearlng buttons that. -
read MDon"t Sleep with J.P.. Stevens,,xQ
carrylng on with’ support from local - .
; 'and the ISU NAACP '

TOVIELS
Fine Arts- -
. Tas\emaker

‘ Contender. -. . -.
Gulistan - " -
- ‘Merrywéather

. .SHEETS & PILLOWCASE
.' Beauti-Blend"

" Beaiicale -
o Fine:Arts " . .
... Peafiuts * :
.o+ . (comic.stri
v Taslemaker'
+. Ulica..- -
7 Utica & Mohawk *
. Desgner Labels:
‘Yves St.’Laurent
. Angelo Donghla

_Thls timeﬂlt_s -the head 1an1tor;

oycottef
“was. in the mall), the

y .
lshoulder._He doesn t




oude; wdé ”forucd" 1nto .
1 \ormdlj~_-~
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A;?'_:"ta'l'e in whlch the-.- m'a'y'or hangs out wnth crnmmal Al
. . o ' - vol. 7 no. 7

'n1ent-‘-s and* i-my-_ "dog: .p‘omts t_he way to Utopla T

~«property tax w111 the'c1ty pay ot - TmLE attractive'to a poor personfthanﬂto .
c1ty owned bu11d1ng$7 o . ;. the president of State Farm. '(The . . . )
- R <:_ ' ~prez has.his. hands in-fillions.of - .- :
"?ﬂEven though 1arger c1t1es usually have . ¥pockéts already.) . V1olence is" more
. higher ‘tax. rates -than smaller-. on s, 5,;-' likely when people are-crammed™ @~ . = -
' the mayor 1s ordoubt rlght s together in a small apartment;than g L
when they each have a room of"thelr :

t"xes than

verge of fattenln %
'zgpockets ‘with hundreds _
~tax. dollar « ALl so- Donn P1erce'

Hllton, for instance. .

N N ' g
" people e
C people,to f1x
. food . The

R Normal'Mayor Richard Godfrey. took a
. break from buying leisure suits recently. -
T to explam to a canine res1dent -why - all :
,-35-"cornf1e1ds should be- turned into shoppmg
centers.m_bg:'- :

powerful But I do
compet1ng much o

_-Where w111uthey 11ve?

.prlced apartments are in: centra : ‘ :

“west: Bloomlngto -but .there ate’ already

+ t00..many: people competlng for. those

gﬁapartments Over 'a year ago, -more’”
'than 4900 fam111es :in Bloomington

- : - e - ble for:federal:
;;'started*durlng ‘his “teri - “Then” he adds: were e11g1 e r-fecera
sthat Supreme_Court rullngs on antJ_

Even though growth is. neoess Ty, he

;nwouldn 't say any'such a- h1ng because

“fpeoplf _ -
?the Ban;agxanh says people who advocate

but perhaps“these people can.’ r1de
) m1i : "-o;the

§ f S In: the'w1nter, .maybe the.
K buses, wh1ch=are sub51d1zed w1th tax

n-new- 1ndustry or s
ew department store

ee government'bonds 1nstead of
axable Corporate bonds° How much Co

* Personally, I'd rather be a coal mine
than.a shopper, _but I realize’ there is.
controversy on: th1s pomt_."' ' p
prefer workmg 1 1
to shoppmg, others say th y
join:the arm: '
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POST—NOTE .Th ol 466
by-cell shakedown in Pontiac pen1tent1ary is
‘taken: from the monthly report of - the Iinois -

| Prisons’ and Jails - PrOJect Citizens! Vlsitatlon
Commlttee, a prlvately—funded prlson watchdog__ B

.. group.: - The v151tat10n oommlttee 'goe 1o

=Ass1stant Warden Sandahl sald-that

: _because:the pri on’ only g1'es out short
a” check of: ‘commissary. salies records ~sleeved s 5 - and "1t:'- "cold’ enough

hoes, sweatshlrt towel
'imately owned 1t would be
. But no

Ilimo1s prlson each month 1nterv1ew1 : mmates" T

masswe July 22 rebelhon at Pontlac, tbe full
Cltlzens V1s1tat10ns Commlttee ‘was ot allowed
to tou_x_' the ] pI‘lSOIl. Instead Illmms PI’lS ns and

"the back of the cellhouse
-were: be1ng numbered :
h

".even though'they had
"-been lef W th. such 1ncomp1ete comb1- '
13 d: 1 sh' :

~the’ er_ter con;lﬁues about the shake
_--dowa)'.:’ o :




6ld: Johnny ‘he. was under,
Offluer Frltchley'opened the

1ng._ “The - personne
1ne Hall—vflute,

Arr est.

Barb and Genee s roomnate both protested N

“against the. cop s .violence.: Both .were.
. - threatened ‘with arrest. At.one. p01nt
>¢;Johnny saw two cops throw Genee;up
“-agalnst the back of the. truck Ge

Oth ‘saw the .
-;In Barb s words: -

op-was;pus‘lng his knee 1nto
1% s hought.they
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. Tt have eriou'gh'
_He kept her money and

tﬁéi %ﬁegitpggpfeawﬁoa;ré'down s She left she told_hlm that she was X -
r& isiridiculous! . :This lady,-it ' meﬁgizlzg gtﬁief o )
i . Y -t . - o
: _walked over 1z blOCKs to.ge ~like!this’ d01ngywork1ng for. the
Vo -:government°' Tt Just doesn t seem'
;falr that thls_gu :

_'forkfood stamps), he
'.her problem. - :

7:Dear Post*

:;5Home boy_d01ng time 1n Texas prlson
- would:1like  to. receive ‘some’ mall from
: people back home 'n Illln 1s.-

_efleasevw 1t

;?Robert Lee'Malcolm =

7 278038=A Unlt Coffleld_
- Route-#1- F
-_Tennessee Colony Texa

?week .was.. what
A;young black

o .;*‘ ‘nk:kjf-]ﬁs
(\‘..\\ e
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We encourage you readers out there to write

|
t us letters. So go right ahead and write and
| we'll probably put it in the paper. If you

| don't want your letter published, please say
! so in the letter. We've also been known to
| turn letters into full-fledged articles. So if
: you have a problem, gripe, or think some-
|

Body hair is political

Dear Post:

I'd like to respond to the letter in the December
issue about body hair.

Like Pamela Sioux-Hogans, I admire the Post-
Amerikan's advocacy of individual freedom. I
cannot, however, agree with her logic that
equates the freedom of no longer having to care
for long hair on her head with the freedom of
buying razors and shaving soap and scraping the
hair off her armpits and legs daily (at least
weekly), risking cutting herself each time.

Though I would agree that measuring people's
body hair is not the only standard for determining
the growth of their political consciousness (see
Post articles about narcs' and informers' appear-
ances),*I would support Ms. Ziller's contention
that body hair can be a political statement.
During the time of the protest against the Viet
Nam war, the length of people's (particularly
men's) head hair was certainly a political issue.
As recently as 1976, Judge Harrod of Woodford
County made about 50 young men cut their hair as
punishment for having anti-authoritarian attitudes.

OK, I know I've beentalking about head hair, so
let me get back to the pits.

The choice to shave body hair is a matter of style.
But style and culture and politics are all bound up
with each other. Think of Amelia Bloomer's
bloomers. Only in the last ten years have nurse's
aidesbeen allowed to wear pantsuits to work in--

even though they were always the most sensible t

and least oppressive choice.

And consciousness-raising means body conscious-
ness, too. Many women are still fighting the
self-hate bred by a culture which insists that
unless we fit the mold, we aren't worthwhile (or
even attractive) human beings. And the mold
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What you see is not what you get

People sometimes complain about government . buying much more difficult.

regulations. I feel that some regulstions are
indeed burdensome, for example, the health
department rule about having shoes on in a grocery

store, which makes no sense hygenically, and is
in fact socially motivated. Obviously, a person's
hands may carry as many germs as her/his
feet--it would make just as much sense to make
all customers wear gloves.

The gap is not only in food. Non-food items are
even less adequately labeled. Coleman Fuel, for
example, contains the same liquid, naptha, as
lighter fluids do at a much lower price. However,
because it does not list ingredients AT ALL, few
beople know this. Tools may say they are made
out of Chrome Vanadium steel, which makes it
stronger and more rust-resistant than steel.

But there are many kinds of chrome vanadium
alloys, some containing a lot more chrome and
vanadium than others. Molybdenum and tungsten-
and carbide are also used. Some are just high
in carbon, a cheap additive.

However, some regulations, especially those
concerning health and safety of workers and truth
in labeling products, are extremely necessary.’
Today's products are highly sophisticated,
containing a number of often highly processed

ingredients. This is especially true of food, but I i - -
it is true of other things as well. In order to be government labeling regulations were what they

intelligent consumers, we need to know what is in s?lould be, i'_; would be easy to tell which was the
the products we buy, and how much of it. highest quality alloy--the government could rate
Otherwise we will be guessing; we will have no the alloys on a simple number system, say one

concrete basis on which to decide which product to twenty, and m?ke all products state the rating
is best. on the tool. Obviously, the reason these positive

steps in strengthening labeling requirements are
not taken is partially because of companies who
don't want to put more information on their
products. The companies' pressure must be
countered by consumers who want to know
exactly what they are buying, and no less. The
next'time someone tells you how bad government
regulations are, remind them that at least some
tell you what you are eating and drinking-- these
regulations need to be strengthened and made

Present food labeling requirements allow
companies to leave a number of important
ingredients off the label, and [ am sure most
consumers do not know those ingredients are in
the product because of this. Such important
ingredients as caffeine are omitted. Rye flour
and corn meal do not have to be labeled as’
whole or "'white' as wheat flour does. '"Wheat
bread' does not list the percentages of whole

wheat flour and white flour. '"Fruit juice does not more effective, not gutted. .
indicate the percentage of fruit juice, which one

would have to write to the company or government Sincerely yours,

to get. These gaps in labeling make comparison Dave Burdette

Locked up & likes Post

Dear Post:

I just recently read your newspaper I found out about your paper from
for the first time, and I think it's Cathy Head; she wrote you too. I'm
great! in the same place with her. Me and

- Cathy try and look out for each other.
I'm locked up for possession of drugs, She's really cool!
and I'd really like it if you could
ask some of your readers to write me. Thanks a lot for your time.
My name is Terry Hynes. I'm 173 Lovey
years old. I've done 3% months, but Terry
I still have quite a bit of time to
do. My address is:

Terry Hynes

It's really lonely in here, and I miss R.R. 1
my family! I have three brothers and Dupage
three sisters., PH0Ls Box (1§52

Naperville, IL 60540

includes flat stomachs, firm breasts and smooth
legs.

Just as I wouldn't reject a woman who wouldn't
wear a t-shirt that says ""A woman without a man
is like a fish without a bicycle,' I won't reject a
woman who chooses to shave her legs and pits.
But the more people I see who reject society's
standards of style, beauty and lifestyle, the
happier I am.

In sisterhood,
A proofreader

P.S. When men I know shave their beards, I give
them more sh-t than I give women I know who
shave their pits.

cLASS FRIED
ADS

Drummer with equipment and cXperlence
wowld like to mecet other musicians

with same. High cnergy a must. L

l'xperienced musicians only. Call u““!

663-2507 after 5 pm. J g.{"‘.’ 10-9 ‘..‘.’ 12-6 828_2"4
=

We’re your headquarters
for fine Christmas

[~

Jan Rimbey

Michael Thomas,
Owner & Manager

» O JEWELRY © CLOTHING
®MUSIC °®* PARAPHERNALIA

Veda Brown
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Members of the MEG Board of Directors head.

will try to persuade legislators to
exempt MEG from the Illinois Open
Meetings Act, the undercover drug
unit's governing board decided in

a December 1 meeting.

The MEG board--composed of the chief
law enforcement officer and one
elected official from each of the
narc squad's ten participating

units of local government--will hold
a special luncheon meeting in
January. Board members from MEG's
five counties and five cities will
try to bring their area's repre-
sentatives in the state legislature.

Because of its function. as a secret
police force, MEG has always c
plained about having to comply
the Illinois Open Meetings Act.
At every MEG board meeting, MEG
officials resent the presence of
reporters from the Post-Amerikan and
the Galesburg Free Voice. Both
papers have devoted much space to
photos of undercover agents and

investigative articles that criticize

MEG's sleazy practices.

The Open Meetings Act protects the
press and the public's right to know
about the meetings of government
groups which decide public policy.

It requires that reporters be allowed

to watch the meetings. It requires
that the press receive advance
notice of meetings, and specifically
limits the types of business which
may be discussed in executive
sessions, closed to reporters.

MEG first complained about the Open

When photographers from the
Post began showing up at MEG meetings
in 1975, Director LaGrow stopped
attending!

The MEG board formally excused its
executive director from meetings,
and suggested that they begin to get
the Open Meetings Act changed.

LaGrow eventually began attending
MEG meetings again (and got photo-
graphed), but MEG officials con-
tinued to urge amendment of the
Meetings Act.

lators began preparing the
bill in 1976 (which reor-
units under the state

Law Enforcement instead
015 Law
officials
clude a

t have to

ir Decembe

When he expelled st-Amerikan
reporter as the ME eeting went into
executive session, rector LaGrow
said they were going to discuss
"vehicles, tactics, and personnel

problems."

Personnel problems are a legitimate
topic to discuss out of the public

Meetings Act in 1975, when the secret view, according to the Open Meetings-

police objected to the media's right
to photograph public meetings. MEG
Director Jerry "Superspy' LaGrow is
very camera shy--he once persuaded
a TV newsteam to interview him while
photographing only the back of his

Act. But discussions of vehicles
and tactics are not listed in the
Act as legitimate reasons for ex-
cluding the press and public.

Tazewell County State's Attorney
Bruce Black, a recent appointee to

=G trying to change open

L d
the MEG board, kept the executive
session honest. He insisted that the
board could only discuss in private
session what the law specified.

The discussion of '"personnel problems"
most likely concerned the Dept. of
Law Enforcement's investigation of
Jerry LaGrow. That investigation
involves charges made by Mike
Richardson, editor of the Galesburg
Free Voice. Richardson says that
in May 1978, LaGrow phoned him and
hinted he would '"sit on" six drug
sales Richardson supposedly made to
MEG agents, if Richardson would
quit printing photos of undercover
narcs.

Richardson has passed two lie detect-
or tests.since the investigation
began, bearing out his claim that he
never sold the drugs to MEG, and

that LaGrow did indeed offer to

"sit on'" the faked drug charges.
Investigators have told Richardson
that the investigation i's presently
delayed, and Richardson suspects

that LaGrow has been resisting taking
a lie detector test himself.

Listening at the door during MEG's
executive session, this reporter
did hear some talk about polygraph
tests, but couldn't make out the
discussion's specifics.

Asked after the meeting if the MEG
board discussed LaGrow's taking a

lie detector test, Tazewell County -
State's Attorney Bruce Black said,

"I cannot comment on that."

When the executive session was over,

board members immediately passed a
resolution calling for a change in
the Open Meetings Act. They dis-
cussed the board's inability to talk
about law enforcement matters in
front of the public, while the law
prevented-them from discussing those
matters in private.

901 N.E.ADANS 4
PEORIA, ILL.
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MEG informers bust

roommates and relatives

How low can & narc go?

MEG informers Diane Harper and Martha
Slater tried to find out in late 1977
and early 1978. Harper set up her
own nephew, while Slater set up the
lover she was living with. Both
informers worked in the Canton area,
gsetting up marijuana and controlled
substances buys which finally became
arregsts in June 19?8.

Bill Lewis lives in Lewiston, and
wag arregted for selling a 1lid of
marijuana to. MEG agent Mariliyn Kohl.
Lewis told the Post-Amerikan that he
wag set up by his aunt, informer
Diane Harper. According to Lewis,
Diane Harper arranged by telephone
to meet Lewis at his parents' house
and buy a lid. Harper had another
woman with her who actually bought
the bag. That woman was Marilyn
Kohl.

Lewis said he used to party with his
Aunt Diane a lot. He even remembers
buying speed from her.

Last month's Post-Amerikan reported
that Diane Harper worked for Canton's
supposedly confidential crisis line,
Hotline, at the same time she was
working as a MEG informer.

* % % *

Michael Branchfield of {anton is
currently doing 2% years in the Logan
Correctional Center on drug delivery
charges. He was set up by MEG
informer Martha Slater, who was
Branchfield®s roommate and lover
during the time she set him up.

"She was my roommate for about a
month and a half,"” Branchfield wrote
in a letter to the Post-Amerikan.

"I thought we were pretty close while
I lived with her. We shared the

expenses of 1living, and I paid my
share of everything that was to be
paid. Martha and I were together at
taverns and out partying. We had a
lot of good times together and we

shared everything there was to share.

I bought her most all her drinks
when we were out and bought speed,
downers, pot, angel dust, and other
kinds of drugg for Martha to sell to
her friends. We both used these
drugs, alsc." -

Branchfieid said Martha asked him to
move out arocund the middle of May
1978, saying that she might lose her
Tood stamps and get in some kind of
trouble with her social worker for
having a man live with her.

A couple of weeks later, the Post-
-‘Amerikan published photos of 10
active undercover narcotics
operatives, including most of the
ones active in Canton. The narcs'
cover was blown, and they stopped
making drug buys and started
preparing to make arrest on the
cases they already had. The arrests
came in June 1978.

"When it came time for my court date,

Martha was there," Branchfield
continued in his letter to +the Post.
"She gaid that all the dope I had
sold was mine, and she had never
slept with me or made love with me,
never s0ld dope, never smoked dope,

and never purchased any kind of dope.

These were all lies.

Michael Branchfield regquested that
his address be printed because he
would love toc have gomeone 1o write
to. Send letters to: Michael
Branchfield, A-88260, RR 3 Box 1000,
Lincoln IL 62656.¢

~~Mark Silverstein

ABOVE: MEG informer
Martha Slater.

BELOW: MEG informer
Diane Harper.

How about a nice NORML article? -

The last issue of the Post contained an article in
which the issues of decriminalization and legal-
ization of marijuana were brought up in a way
that led me to believe that we had to choose to
gupport one or the other.

Realistically, there is a large conservative
group that is opposed to any type of reform.
Aceording to the Nov. 26th issue of New Times,
Peter Bensinger, DEA ( Drug Enforcement
Adminisiration) boss, s launching an all-out
effort to increase penalties for selling cannabis.
The nation's top nark, a Ford appoiniee, has
recently described marijuana as being more
carcinogenic than cigarettes, more brain
damaging than alcohol, and an insidious threat
to unborn infants."

The article also mentioned that there appears to

be backing for Senator Sam Nunn's bill by Congress

and the Justice Dept. Nunn's bill would give
judges broad diacretion to impose preventive
detention on drug traifickers; that 13, held you
with no bail.

The Reefer Madness attitude is all around us. Ii's
fine that there are several groups that propose
reform or repezl of pot laws but not so {ine that
we divide and no longer support each other.

I cannot speak for CAMP (Coalliion for the
Abolition of Marijuana Prohibition), as I know
little about them; they are not active in Illinois,
to my knowledge. What I can tell you about is
NORML (National Organization for the Reform
of Marijuana Laws).

NORML has a national membership of 25, 000,
Membership requires a donation of 515 ($10 for
students) and in return members get packeis of
information and thinga like NORML buttons.

The money raised goes toward lobbyving, printing
pamphlets, organizational costs, and paying
NORML's legal fees from representing people
challenging pot laws. NORML has represented
people who needed pot for medical purposes,
people who have received excessive sentences for
cannabis offenses, and people fighting for
‘constitutional issues.

Locally we are working 1o get area support for
decriminalization thru letters that will be
presented to our representatives. We are
available to give out information on pot-related
issues and hope to organize some public eventis
to pass on information.

Anyone who wishes to help can join us.

Our local group is trying to ralse money thru
donations and thru T-Shirts that we are selling
thru Kiss Screen Printing. The Bloomington-
Normal group is one of 2 active chapters in
Iinois. We would like to expand and to help
others start local groups throughout central
Illinois. To be honest, we just don't have enough
péople to help us carry out all the activities that
we would like to do.

Qur main goal is to support the decriminalization
bill that will come up beforce the legislature in
the next session, which hegins January 1979,

The hill is modeled afier Oregon's decriminaliz-
ation bill. It siates that the penalty for those
found guilly of possession of 30 grams or less of
pot will be a civil fine of not more than $100.

It would be like getting a traffic ticket and would
apply no matter how many times you were busied.
In the past several years, bills presented to the
legislators calling for reduction of the penallies
for selling, prowing, and possession of larger
quaniities have been rejected.

Alithough the proposed hill may not be as much of
a reform as we would like, il's a realistie
immediate change that would be benelicial Lo us.
This is a step in the direction we wanl lo go. It
will take conlinued suppori to promote further
change.

But to even achieve the passage ‘of this bill we
must show that we support this change. The
legislators must be informed thal we exist and
feel ag we do about the reform of pot laws.

It doesn't matter as much whether you writc

a letter, call a local representative, send an
editorial {0 the newspapers, or stage some sort
of demonsiration of support, as it matters thai
you do semething. {The only guidelines are that
we shouldn't be totally offensive to others.)
you know someone who is still in the reeflor
madness era, show them the fucts and convineg
them of the harmless nature of pot.

Already Alaska, Oregon, Maine, Colorado,
California, Ohio, Minnesola, Mississippi, North
Carolina, New York, and Nebraska have enacted
c¢ivil fine decriminalization laws. Let's at least
get Illinois on the list.

Loeally you can vonlact the following poeuple about
NORML: Gail Tilkin, 829-1015; Jim Weinzcir

at ISV, 4338-5377 or Lexinglon, ~1—365—82~10:

Steve lutson at Wesleyan campus, 556-2091. g

--(inil Tilkin, KORML

Local Represcentatives: Geratd Bradley, 226 F,
Market, Bloomington, IL, #28-2911; Gordon Ropp,
RR 8, Normal, 152-5203; Sam Vinson, 323 W,
Wester, Clinton, TL.

State Senator: John Maitland, 1302 N, Clinton,

Bloominglon, 829-1857. I




Beginning January 1, 1979 the purchase require-
ment for the Food Stamp Program will be
éliml.natad. In the past, most people paid for
part of their food stamps and received part as a
bonus or free stampa. Under the new federal
rules, you will no longer pay for any of your
monthly food stamps. Instead, beginning January
1, 1979, you will receive only the bonus or free
part. For example, you may currently be .

required to pay $60 for $150 of total food stamps.

The bonus amount of food stamps is $90. Under
the new rules, you will only receive the $90 in
food stamp coupons.

Instead of using money to buy food stamps, you
will probably need to use some cash along with
the bonus stamps to buy enough food for the
month. Each food stamp household will be given
only one food stamp authorization card per month.
The card may be exchanged for the bonus stamps
at the same place where you normally bought
your food stamps in the past. Eliminating the
payment will not affect the amount of your bonus
or free part of your food stamp allotment.

Another change beginning January 1, 1979, will
be that retail food stores will no longer give
credit slips or tokens as change when purchases
"are made with food stamp coupons. This means
that if you have change coming for $. 99 or less,
you'll get cash back. For each dollar of change
coming, you'll get a $1. 00 food stamp coupon.
For example, if the change coming to you is
$1.59, you'll get a $1. 00 food stamp coupon and
$.59 in coins as your change.

[f you have any questions about this change, call
Ppublic Aid at 827-4621. =

Epileptic
referral service

Bloomington~Normal now has a loecal
chapter of the Illinois Epilepsy Assan.
The chapter's purpose is to operate a
referral service for epileptics and
thoge interested in helping
epileptics.

By calling PATH at B27-4005, persons
can be put in touch with doctors,
mental health services, and other
agencieg who help epileptics. The

~ chapter can also help by providing
pecple willing to share their

experiences as eplileptice with others.e

Until

101 Broadway Mall

4

So Ram it today

Christmas:
Normal. lll. 61761
. {Across trom the public library)
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The monthly men’s potluck will be fOI' the E|del'|y
Jan. 7, 1979, These potlucks are

open to all anti-sexist men of the Legal services for senior citizens
community. The potluck will be living in M¢Lean and Tdvingston
held at 306 W. Mill, Bloomington, Counties are now avallabie, free
T11. at 6:30 p.m. These are in- since December 1, 1978.

formal gatherings for men to get
together to eat and talk.

- presentation on most legal matters
other than criminal.
will ineclude problems in the areas
of+ medicare-medicaid payments;
nursing home care; public aid; vet
benefits; consumer problems;

Bring any kind of food you want,
but you probably would like %o
know that many of the people who
attend are vegetarians., It's a
good idea to bring your own table
gervice, if you can, For more

information, you can call Michael
at 828-8988 or Jack or Chris at
B2B-6935. ¢

releage preparation.
such as personal injury, workers

has already been hired.

The staff plans to make visits to
senior citizen's centers and

Livingston Counties to interview
legal matters.
free speakers to senior groups to
give talks on government benefits,

other requested topics.
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Men's potliuck Free Legal Services

ood stamp
rules change

We will provide legal advice and re-

Specific services

erans

congervatorship andéd inheritance tax
Problems that
will not be dealt with are criminal
and traffic cases; fee-producing cases

compensation and real estate closings:
and casges in which a private attorney

nutrition sites throughout McLean and
clients, and to¢ answer questions on
We also will provide

" eongumer problems, housing law, and

The new office ig located in Bloomington

at 219 North Main Street, Suite 500

of the Griesheim Buildi The

e N telephone number is {309) 827-5021.
'@‘H_ﬂc«-*-***********************4_":-*-.~*>:-*_-”.‘=’iwe will be operating owt of the Fontiac
ﬁ Office for Livingston County and the
¥ SMAI_I_ CHANGES address is 220 North Plum, Pontiac.
i The telephone number is (815) B42-3155.,
: AT SMALL CHANGES
* o
% ' PPN
# For those of you anxiously awaiting %%%% %}%
i the arrival of Holly Near's latest dd
¥ album, IMAGINE MY SURPRISE, well, PRWER

it's not in yet. But don't get too
# discouraged. The news from Call-
¥ fornia is that production should be
% finished in time for the holiday
% geagon. We expect the album arcund
¥ Dec. 13, and think it'11 go fast.
¥ S0, if you're sure you want one, you
# may want to let us know ahead of

Aeskofedok ok ok ke Rk ok Rk ok

Another new album soon to be releas-
ed ig OH MAMA!, Kristen Lems's first
LP. Again, hopefully this'lil be out
in time for the holidays.

Small Changes has been gearing up
for the great Kapitalist Konsumer
Krunch which happens in December.
So, if you're going to participate
this year, Stop by and admire our
expanded stock. We've got some new
posters, a good selsction of womyn's
albumg, lots of science fiction,
children's non-sexist, health, and
food and womyn's books and lots
more. And, you are always welcome
to come in out of the cold and have
a hot cup of coffee or tea.e

for new phone volunteers.

Jan. 4, and an eight-week aession begins Jan.
be in by Jan. 19.
PATH depends on volunteers to answer lis

for more information. ¢

-~-The Small Changes Collective

take et ot bl stoleoRok ol eIl ol ok e s ok e ke sk sk s ok

uo—

PATH seeks volunteers

-PATH, the 24-hour crisis responsze, information;
and referral service in McLean County, will
have two training sessions beginning in January

A condensed three-week training session begins

24. Applications for the second session ghould

phones, so call 327-4005 or 1-800-322-5015

The best of hand and mind

combined in beautiful

imports and American gifts

WE HAVE SOMETHING
JUST RIGHT FOR YOU

*BOXES eFETISHES eWOOLS #SILKS eENAMELS

eNIELLO eBELLS
®(ORNAMENTS <LEATHER eMACRAME ®BEADS

*AMBER ®GEMSTONES
®JEWELRY TOOQLS eJEWELRY SUPPLIES

®BELTS

9:00-8:00 Mon-Sat 12:00 -4:00 Sun

ph. 309/ 452-2924
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At almost any time, Illinois Power
Company will be filing with the
Illincis Commerce Commission for a

10 to 15% hike in your electric bill,
Half of this hike is to go for Con-
struction Works in Progress {CWIP)
for building the Clinton nuclear
power station. Within a day or two
of this decision, Prairie Alliance
contingents will be out in force on
the stree%s in front of Illinois Power
Company offices in Bloomington,
Champaign, and Springfield. The
Charleston-Mattoon Prairie Alliance
will picket their local utility which
buys electricty from IPC.

The theme of the Bloomington rally

is "Give Us a Choice!"™ -Illinois
Power Co. never asked us residents

of central Illinois whether we pre-
ferred nuclear power over sclar power
and conservation. They made the
decigion for us. Now they want us

to pay higher rates to support that
decision. That is the height of
Arrogance.

If we ever want tc have some influ-
ence over the direction of our fu-
ture, we will not have a better op-
portunity.

When you get the call, get out there.
Hold a sign. All it will say is
"Give Us a Choice!" How can anyone,
be against that?

The choice we face

Illinois Power Company would like

you to believe that there is no al-
ternative to higher rates and faster
construction of the Clinton nuclear
power station. Unfeortunately for
them, there are alternatives that are
gtill available, cheaper for the con-
sumer, and healthier for everyone.
The main point of the CWIP demonstra-
tions is that these choices should

be presenited to those who will be
affected by them.

There are at least four options
g8till available. One takes advan-
tage of the recent decline in elec-
tricity demand in the IPC area to
begin a shift towards some diesel-
powered units TPC was going to bring
on line in 1984, -

Another alternative is to do what
IPC wants to do--speed up construc-
tion at Clinton and charge every-
body for it. '

A third option is to slow down con-

struction at Clinton by refusi

CWIP funding for it-~if they want it
Ehat_gadly, at least let them pay
or it. .

- You can.

Speual:zmé |

The fourth option is to begin re-
training workers and hiring many
others to become energy efficiency
experts and installers of time-of-
day meters and insulation,

Tllincis Power could eazily send out
ballots on these choices together
with pros and cons on each option to
its customers along with its monthly
mailings. The CWIP demonstraticon
will be asking for this. The future
needs your help. It cannot act. '
Be there.

Néder at 1SU

On Tuesday, January 30, consumer ad-
vocate Ralph Nader will debate nu-
clear power with Daniel Kane of the
Council on Energy Independence. The
event will be the final attraction
in a week of activities at Illincis
State University entitled "Energy
Awareness Week."

Nader founded the Critical Mass

- Project in Washington, D. C., in

1975 to oppeose nuclear energy and
to promote safe energy alternatives,

Recently Nader co-authored The Menace

of Atomic Energy {(W. W. Neorton & Co.,
500 Fifth Ave., New York City 10036,
$10.95} with John Abbotts, & nuclear
engineer. It is one of the best
books on the topic.

The Critical Mass Project publishes
a monthly newspaper entitled The
Critical Mags Journal:
Energy. It is highly authoritative,
full of information, and cheap at
$7.50 a year. It ig available from
CMJ Subscriptions, P. 0. Box 1538,
Washington, D. C. 20013. Get your
best friend to buy you a subscrip-
tion for Christmas.

Energy Awareness Week at ISU will be
a week of highly entertaining and in-
formative films, speakers, discus-
sions and displays. Stay tuned to
Sun Spot for details.

Only the good die young

In the intense media coverage of Jim
Jones and the Pecple's Temple, the
late Congressman Leo J. Ryan seems to
have been largely ignored., He was a
devoted advocate of safe energy al-
ternatives and chairperson of a sub-
committeé under the House Committee
cn Government Operations. As chair-
person, he directed the 18-month
gtudy of nuclear power economics and
nuclear waste disposal cogsts that was
published in April of this year as
"Nuclear Power Costs." This report
is a well-documented indictment of
nuclear power.

The Citizen's’

U.8.--the United States.

Wanna buy a nuke?

Ryan participated in the October 6-8
Critical Mass '78 gathering in Wash-
Anton D. C., where over 700 anti.
nuclear activists came together to
strengthen organizational ties, ex-
change ideas and discuss strategies
for creating a safe energy future.
Ryan addressed the gathering and said
that the problems of nuclear power
first came to his subcommittee's at-
tention when they investigated the
now defunet Nuclear Fuel Services
fuel reprocessing plant in West
Valley, New York, where 600,000 gal-
lons of hazardous nuclear wastes had
been abandoned.

"And from there, .like eating peanuts,
you can't stop with just one ques-
tion, " Ryan said.

Ryan's subcommittee concluded that
the costs of disposing of radio-
active wastes and of decommission-
ing nuclear reactors are still un-
known. Estimates made by the Dept.
of Energy for the cost of storing
military wastes "range from $2 bil-
lion to $20 billién."

"Now what kind of an estimate is
that?" he asked. (Military wastes
are only half the problem. Wastes
from commercial nuclear reactors,
while smaller in volume, are more
highly concentrated, contain more
radicactivity, and are growing
faster. Costs for storage of com-
mercial wastes promise to run be-
tween $15 billion and $25 billion
by the year 2000, according to a -
recently released report by the

federal Interagency Review Group on
Nuclear Waste Management.) '

"We're talking about the cost, and
we're” talking about who pays for i%,".
Ryan declared. "And I've got news
for you: +the ‘riech uncle' is us--
That's you,
that's me, that's us together. We
have ‘to pay the bills. And there are
people in the government today who
continue to move ahead on nuclear
energy knowing they won't have to

pay for it--you will.

"But those who are 20 years old, my
kid, will see the time whan they nc
lcnger have nuclear power as a source,
but they will still be paying for
mistakes in judgment that are being
made today. And that I resent. And
you should too!"

In conclusion, Ryan called for a mor-
atorium on the construction of nu-
clear reactors. On November 18, Leo
Ryan was assassinated in Jonestown,
Guyana. He will be misgsed.
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Anti Nuclear Sentiment
Spreads Across

The Country

Public support for atomic power is
dropping like a lead weight in a vacuum,
if the November 7 returns are any
indication. It looks like a band

wagon. You might as well get a good
seat, It's going to be a fun ride.

New Hampshire: arch-conservative
Governor Meldrin Thampson, who
starred in the film "The Last Resort"
as the incredibly biased promoter of
nuclear power, has been cast out into
the cold by the voters. Thompson's
platform was to keep taxes down, and
yet he vetoed (earlier this year) a
bill outlawing Construction Works in
Progress (CWIP) rate hikes as a means
for funding nuclear power plants.

Everybody knows that CWIP is a tax on
your utility bill and not really
higher rates for old electricity.
Thompson's opponent, Democrat Hugh
Gallen, pointed out the hypocrisy of
being anti-tax and pro-CWIP. The
voters understood. Governor-elect
Gallen is expected to ask the Public
Service Company of New Hampshire to
refund the $17.8 million already
collected under CWIP.

So

Following the election, Public Service
Company announced it might halt
construction of a second nuclear
reactor just like the Seabrook unit
which was planned for erection 40
miles from Boston. Utility officials
also announced a possibility of
dropping their 50% ownership of the
Seabrook nuke. Are you listening,
Illinois Power?

This is also the Clinton nuke.
The photo is guite arty; too
bad we had “to reduce it.

In the same election, New Hampshire
voters defeated CWIP by a margin of
67-to-33. Now it is illegal, as it
is in Missouri, where it was banned
in 1976,

New Hampshire has always been a bell-
weather state. As New Hampshire goes,
SO goes...

Montana: Tight financial and safety
restrictions on nuclear development
were approved by voters by a 2-to-1
margin, despite the pro-nukes outspending
the anti-nukes by a 20-to-1 margin.
The result is an effective moratorium
on further nuclear plants. It is now
the law in Montana that state-wide
voter approval must be obtained before
any major nuclear facility can locate
there. In Missoula County, Montana,
an outright ban on atomic plants
passed by an even higher margin.

Hawaii: Voters amended the state con-
stitution to require a 2/3 vote by
each house of the state legislature
before nuclear reactors or waste
facilities can be sited in the islands.
The amendment, which will be in effect
for 10 years, is again a virtual
moratorium on further nuclear develop-
ment.
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This is the nuclear power plant under construction in

Clinton. IPC is trying

Other states that have enacted curbs
on nuclear power within the last two
years include California, Maine, and
Iowa, Wisconsin, Oregon, while in

New York Governer Hugh Carey has
called for a moratorium on new reactor
building. Eleven states have declared
they will not accept a nuclear waste
repository. Fifteen more are thinking
of following suit.

Nuclear industry
collapsing

Combustion Engineering is one of the
four manufacturers of atomic plants.
Early this year their Vice President
Howard Winterson told New York

Times, "In about two years, you are ]
going to see the business disintegrate,.

"

In 1972, there were 38 orders for new
atomic reactors in the U.S.
it rose to 41.
more than 4 orders a year have been
placed, while 138 previously ordered
nukes were cancelled or deferred.

In 1973,
But since then not

To compensate, U.S. manufacturers have
turned to foreign countries that want
to emulate the U.S.
reactors have been exported.
think safety and waste management are
bad here. You ought to see the

67
You

So far,

to-make you pay for it. I

Philippines, where they are building
one of our nukes within the shadow
of an active volcano,

Now the foreign market is turning sour,
too.

Iran: The new president of Iran's
Atomic Energy Organization has abruptly
announced that 12 of his nation's 14
planned nuclear reactors were being
cancelled outright, and the remaining -
two may not be completed.

Brazil: Three years after signing a
§1Z billion contract with West Germany
for 8 reactors, only two are under
construction, and the program is
woefully behind schedule. Top

officials are jittery about the new
president and expect a slow-down of
the progrram.

Austria: A majority of voters in a
recent referendum decided_against
firing up a completed $600 million
nuclear power plant at Zwentendorf.
Officials say it will become a "Nuclear
relac.!

If the industry collapses, who will
produce the spare parts for the Clinton
reactor 20 years hencele

Prairie Alliance's regional confer-
ence on Nov, 18 and 19 had many
purposes. Through a series of
educational workshops, we hoped to
bring information about the nuclear
industry to the public., The con-
ference was also a way for the member
Prairie Alliance chapters in
different cities to spend some time
together, help each other with
problems, and share experiences.

We wanted to bring up the question

of a direct action against the Clinton
plant in April, and if the consensus
was for such an action we wanted to
begin setting up committees to deal
with specific tasks involved.

The convention was also used to

lend clarity to some confusing
issues. This especially included a
discussion of Illinois Power's
scheduled Construction Works in
Progress rate hike (which is soon to
be announced) and a discussion of
whether Prairie Alliance has the
people, tenacity, and ability to get
funds to be an intervener in the
Nuclear Regulatory Committee's
operating licensing procedure for
the Clinton nuke.

There were sections on the history
of Prairie Alliance, how to run
meetings, a civil disobedience non-
violence training workshop, al-
ternatives to nuclear power, fund-
raising, and some specific civil
disobedience workshops.

No-nuke ol

s gothor

One major problem with the convention
was that on Sunday things got way off
schedule and some workshops had to
be cancelled or changed. There was
a question about whether to have :
workshops be concurrent or consecutive
Most favored consecutive workshops
but the agenda had been based on
concurrent workshops; the conflict
caused a problem. At the next
Prairie Alliance get-together things
will be consecutive, so people

can be a part of everything if they
want to.

The conference's main success lay in
the fact that people from different
Prairie Alliances met along with
people who wanted to know more of
the nuclear truth. There were people
from Chicago, Rock Island, Madison
and Peoria as well as the Champaign-
Urbana and Charleston arms of the
Prairie Alliance.

If all we had gotten from the con-
ference was a sense of togetherness
and an awareness of the problems
we face, it would have been worth it.
But not only did we reach that main
objective, but we also feel like
we know a little bit more about
the pertinent issues in our anti-
nuke campaign and how to go about
achieving our goals. g
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High school:

This fall when Normal Comm-
unity High School opened

their doors for classes, stu-
dents not only lost their sum-
mer vacation but were also
deprived of certain privileges
they had the previous year.
These restrictions were the
result of the administration's
crackdown on students in an
attempt to make them more
docile.

Two of the privileges that
were lost are frisbee throw-
ing and the smoking of
cigarettes in the school
doorways.

The recreation and sport

of frisbee, which allows
students to enjoy themselves
and break the monotony of
the long hours of classes,
has been outlawed. When
questioned, principal Fred
Blakeney replied that "it
didn't fit in with the
educational demands of the
students." Football, base-
ball, and various other educa-
tional sports, however, are
still allowed on school
grounds.

Blakeney also suggested

that the free-flying discs
posed a threat to the jan-
itorial staff because of the

\ Lot oF quEsTions.. |
=l _::m« WMS\TWE-- :

frisbees' tendency to land
on the roof. The penalty
for even possessing a fris-
bee will be suspension of
the student.

Suspension will also result
if students with cigarettes
cross a white line behind

the assassm of youth

which they have been
coralled. The white line,
which symbolizes a desig-
nated smoking area,  is
painted behind the school
building to keep students
away from the doors. Even
snow or rain does not justify
crossing the line, and if
students need a smoke, they may
may have to smoke a wet cig-
arette.

If students are unfortunate
enough to be caught with a
frisbee; or a cigarette over
the line, they will be
assigned to suspension hall.
When a student is suspended,
he or she is forced to sit in
a study hall an entire day,
even though the student may
be enrolled in an outside
work-study program. Only
two bathroom breaks are
allowed, and the students
must bring their own lunches
or have them brought to the
suspension hall to be eaten.

Students are taught that
they have rights, but the
school administration seems
to think that they can take
these rights away whenever
they want to. School offi-
cials apparently don't care
that they're teaching stu-
dents what tyranny is all
about.

looks like a sleepy, serene
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community.
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ENCLOSED IS $3.00 FOR THE NEXT 12 [SSUES.

look again.
If you listen to the city fathers, the Pantagraph, the
civiec boosters and the phony speechmakers, you
would think we lived in a 1930's Hollywood set. But
let's look behind the scenes. Each month since
April 1972, the Post-Amerikan has been denting
thet cerene facade, printing the embarrassing truths
the city fathers would rather overlook. Take an-

other look at Bloomington-Normal. Subscribe to
the Post-Amerikan.

address

For the next 12 monthly issues, send $3. 00 to Post-
Amerikan, P.O. Box 3452, Bloomingtion, L. 61701.
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